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C Opus Nicardi Bolle heremyte de hampull q 
obut Inno chꝛiſ. M. CCC. xlx. | 


Dis ſhozte epyſtle thatfoloweth is dyuyded in 
ſondzy maters / d eche mater by hymlelfe in 
ſondꝛytytles as this kalender ſheweth. And þ thou 
mayſtſone kynde what mater the plealeth/thele ty⸗ 
tles ben here in the Epyltle marked with dyuerle lct? 
tres in maner of a table 


A (How eche man ſholde delpre to loue god. 

B (how men ſomtyme loued god/e how holy men 

lſomtyme were vylyted with [wetneſle in the loue 

. of almyghty god. : | 
Cl what is dꝛede a howa man ſhold dꝛede god 
VO what is charpte a how a why ÿ lhalt loue thy god 
¶ Ot foure degrees of loue/ã in the kyrſte ben fy 

ue poyntes. : ¶ Oꝛdepned loue. 

A (Che frſt is that thou (halt loue thy fleſſhe one 
ip that it be ſuſteyned. | 

H ¶ The. ii. 5̊ ſhalt loueÞ wozlde to nolupfluyte, 

O CThe.ii.ts þ ſhalt loue thy neyghbourfoz god. 

I & The tourthis thou ſhalt loue thy frende loꝛ his 

* goodlyuynge. 5 

XZ The fyfth is thou ſhalt loue thyn enempe foz 5 
In the leconde degre of loue ben thꝛe poyntes, 

| CClene loue | 

HR —— kyrſt poynt is thou ſhalt loue no byce with 

rtue. 
E ¶ The ſeconde is 2̊ ſhalt hate all euyll cuſtomes. 
M ( The thyꝛde is thou ſhalt not lette lyght by ſyn 
5 a . u. 


ne beit neuer ſo lytell. 


¶unthe thyrde degree ol loue be kyue poyntes 
¶ Stedkaſt loue. Den 
2 The kyrſt is thou ſhalt loue god with all thy de 
lyre. 
* Hyver ſeconde is thou ſhalt in the begynnyngeol 
egzthynke on ỹ wozſhyp d dꝛede ol god. 
ee, — is thou (halt do no lyñe vpon truſt 
other good dedes. 
Q. ¶ The fourth is thou ſhalt rule the dilcretly that 
thou faple not fo2 none keruent wyll. 
¶ The kykth is thou ſhalt not leue thy good lyuß 
ge Wenz keynte herte ne foꝛ temptacyon. 
C Jnthe fourth degre of loue ben. viii. popntes. 
¶ Partyte loue. 
S Chow by encreace of vertues thou may come 
to perfeccyon. 
How good wyll is a may be in dyuerke maners 
* what patłyte is in pꝛaper and in what maner 
thou ſhalt p2aye. 
¶ Howthou mayſt beware & knowe of temptacy 
ons wakynge oz llepynge / thowe thou ſhalt with 
ſtande theym. 
E ¶ how thou ſhalt be pacyent # what tyme pacy⸗ 
ence is mooſt nedefull. 
3 CVowperleueraunceis nedefull # how þ mapſt 
2 perſeueraunt. 
A ¶ By what pꝛayer oz thought thou mayſt be 
ſtyzed to deyocyon. 


CExplicit tabula. 


-# N the begynnynge and endyngeof all good 
werkes wozſhyp & thankynge be to almpgh 
ty god-maker 4 byer of all makynde-begyn 
aer and enderof all goodnes/without who» 

— (le gyfte & helpeno maner vertue is ne map 
he / whether it be in thought / wyll / o dede / than what 
euer we lynfull creatures thynke oz do ſpeke oꝛ wzy⸗ 
te / that may tourne in to pzoukyte of mannes ſoule/ 
to god onelybe the woꝛſhyp that lente al grace /to vs 

no pꝛayſynge/foꝛot᷑ vs without hym cometh no thyn 
ge but fylthe a [ynne. Now than good god of his en⸗ 
deles myght. + plenteuous goodnes graũte me grace 
to thynke lomwhat of his dere loue d how he lholde 
be loued/of that ſame loue ſome woꝛdes to w2yte whi 
che may to hym be wozſhyp-/to the wꝛyter mede / and 
p2oukfytable to the reder. Amen. 


A CPowechemanlholdedeſyretoloue god. 


Monge all creatures that euer god of his en⸗ 
deles myght made / was there none þ he ſolo 
ued as he dyd maͤnkynde / whom he made euerlaſtyn 
ge blyſſe in ſtede of aũgels / whiche dyd fal from blyſſe 
downe in to helle. But that good god loued fo man / 
that foz as moche as man had fozfeyted that blyſſe 
though lynne of Adam-he of his plenteuous chary⸗ 
te became man/to bye body and ſoule that was loſt, 
In what maner he bought vs / euery cryſten ma kno 
weth oz ſholde knowe / that no laſſe pꝛyce/but luſfred 
his owne pꝛecyous body to be all to rente with bytter 
paynes ot᷑ ſcozgfge.Helutfred allo a garlonde of ſhar 


pe thoznes pzellydto his heed / whiched percyd lo the 


a. iu. 


bepnes that the blood ran doune in to his eyen / noſe 
mouth eeres. Aterwarde vpou the croſſe his bones 
were dꝛawe out ok Jopnte / the veynes t the lenewes 
were boꝛſten foz ſtrayte dꝛawynge / to ß croſſe he was 
napled honde & foot /and ſo fayled the blood of kynd 
with bytter paynes of deth. He betoke his ſpyryte to 
the kader of heuẽ / and than ſuffred at the laſt his gio⸗ 


rtpous herte to be thoꝛugh percyd with a ſhapte lpere 


foz to gyue his herte blood to bye man body and ſou⸗ 
le into Joye without ende. ¶ Vt god ok his grete good 
nes loued thus ma gyuynge hym ouer this wytte and 
realon and all other thynge that hym nedeth / kynde⸗ 
ly a man ſholde nyght and daye with all his wyttes 
loue hym and feruentely deſyre to conne loue luche a 
good god that all thynge made all thỹge gyueth and 
ſuſteyneth. Df this delyre there ben many men and 
women whiche haue full grete lykynge to ſpcke of the 
loue of god / and all daye alkynge how they ſholde lo 
ue god a in what maner they (holde loue to his pleas 
ſaunce foz his endeles goodnes. To ſuche men & wo⸗ 
men ok that good wyll and that holy deſyre J wyll ſhe 
we kyrſte ol holy men befoze this tyme how feruent 
ſome were in the loue of god. Allo in how hyghe a de 
gree of loue ſome were vylyted in ỹ lwetenes ot cryſt 
But it map be lo that it is full harde fo2 the moze par 
tye of men c women to come to ſo hyghe a degree of 
loue /therfoꝛe after the ſhewynge of luche hyghe de⸗ 
grees of loue ſomwhat J wyll wzyte to other of (pms 
ple knowynge how they ſholde loue god / as that gras 
cpyous god wyll gyue me grace. 
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Cob men lomtyme loued god / a how holy men 
omtyme were byſpted with lwetenes in the loue 


\ 


of almyghty god. 


Fynde # rede of oure holy faders in olde tyme 
_T iz fo the loue of god they fozſoke the wozlde 
and all wozldelp thy nges and lyued in wyldernes by 
graſſe a by rotes Auche men were feruent in the loue 
of god. But J trowe there ben but kewe oz elles none 
that folowen them now / foz we fynde not by goddes 
la we oz heſte that we ſholde loue ſo. Foz all be it they 
were kepte # ſuſtepned lo it was mooſt by the mygyt 
and grace of god / as no goodnes may be without 9 


pet J trowe they lyued lo moche by þ ſtroͤngth of kyn 


de that was in man tho dayes. J wyll not coũſeoll the 


to lpue as they dyde / koz thou mayſt by other maner 


lpuynge come to the loue of god /as thou ſhalt ſc after 
warde. ¶ J kynde alſo furthermoze of other ful holy 
menof ryght late tyme whiche lyueden a ful holy iyfe 
and toke theyr lyuelode as feblenefſe of man aſketh 


nowin our dayes. Some of thele men as J haue hers 


de and redde were vyſyted by the grace of god with 
a paſſynge ſwetenes of the lone of cryſte / whiche [wes 
tenes fo2 an exãple theyſhewed afterwarde by theyr 
wꝛytynge to other men kolowynge/yt ony wolde tra 
uaple to haue that hyghe deſpre oz degree of loue. 

This loue whiche they haue wꝛyten to other is depar 
ted in thꝛe degrees of loue / whiche thꝛe degrees they 
hadden one after an other ſtandpnge ſtablyſſhed in 
theyr delyre / and luſtrynge pacyently koz the loue of 
god many trybulacyons ã temptacpons tyllthey cos 
me by holy contemplacyon to phyghelt degre of loue 


a All. 


8 


of tho the. By this J ſuppolehethathath grace to co 
me to the fyrſt may by goddes helpe come to the ſe⸗ 
conde / lo with a feruent deſyre a good perleueraun 
te he may come to the thyꝛde. Shoꝛtely J wyll ſhewe 
here theſe degrees of loue / fo2 by caule all men and 
women that cholde rede this haue not knowynge of 
theym / ne neuer herde lpeke of ſuche degrees of loue 
befoze tyme. ¶ Degrees of hyghe loue. . i. ¶ The 
kyrſte loue is lo teruent that no thynge whiche is con 
tratyto goddes wyll may ouercome that loue / welth 
ne wo helthe ne ſykenes. Allo he þhath this loue wyl 
not make god ones angry foz all the wozlde withoute 
ende / but rather (utfre all the payne that myght come 
to ony creaturethan ones wylfully dylpleale his god 
in thought oꝛ dede, .it. ¶ The leconde loue is mo 
re feruent koꝛ y is lo ſtronge / that what man loueth 
in that degre all his thought herte & myght is lo en⸗ 
tyerly ſo beſely & lo pertyghtiy ſtablyſſhed in Jheſu 
cryſte that his thought cometh neuer krom hym but 

whan he ſlepeth. . iu. ¶ The thyrde degre of loue 
is hygheſt and mooſt wonderfull / koꝛ what man cos 
meth to that loue /all comfozte and all ſolace is cloſed 
oute of his herte / but onely the Joye of Jhelu cryſte / 
Other Joye may his herte not recepue foz ſwetnelle 
that he hathof the Joye euermoꝛe laſtynge. This loue 
is ſo bꝛennynge it lo gladynge that who io hath that 
loue may as well fele the kyer of bꝛẽnynge loue in his 
loule / as an other man map kele his fynger bzenne in 
erthely fyre. This loue may well be called a bzennyn 
ge loue. And yk men had luche lwetneſſe in the loue 
of god ot lo late tyme J ſuppoſe wel y lame we may 
haue now by the gyfte of god yk we were as feruent 


in loue as they were. But theſe degrees of loue ben ſet 


pvpon lo hyghe loue to god / that what man ſholde ha⸗ 


ue the lyzſt ol theſe thꝛe / behoued that he were a lad 
contemplatyf man oꝛ womã. Ind by cauſe mankyn 
de is now euermoꝛe the lenger the febler oz perau@ 
ture moꝛe vnſtable / therfoze vnethes ſholde we kynde 
now a lad contemplatyfe man oꝛ woman. Men of re 
lygvon haue taken dyuerle habytes of contemplatyF 
lyke. Men & womẽ allo that ben encloled as it ſemeth 
lyuen a cotemplatyfe lyte / ſo wigoddes grace they 
do ſo fo the moze partye. But fo to ſpeke of hyghe 
contemplatyfelyfe as holy men lyued befoze this ty⸗ 
me it lemeth there ben ryght fewe.TherfozeJ trowe 
that J maylpkerly [ay that fewe there ben now that 
wyloz may trauaple now to haue ſuche hyghe degreel 
of loue as J haue reherced befoze. Neuertheles what 
ſo euer thou be that redeſt 02 hereſt this /be neuer to 
ſlower to trauapll. Foz yf thy deſyre be lette feruent 
ly c louyngly holdynge the vnwozthy to haue lo hy; 


ghe a ghooſtly gyfte-befoze an other man / c putteſt 


thy delyꝛe to goddes dyſpolycyon truſtyngly he wyll 
dylpole that is beſt foz the / whether thou haſte thy 
deſy2e 02 haue it not. But it is fyrſt nedefull to that 
thou haue other thze degrees of loue that the lame 
holy men wꝛote in theyr treatyle / whiche be not of lo 
hyghe a degree as tho that be reherced befoze. . 

e fyrſt degree ok theſeis / whã a man oꝛ a womã 
holdeth tye commaundementes of god # kepeth hym 
ſelfe out ot dedely ſynne / is ſtable in the fayth of ho 


lp chyrche. Allo whan a ma wolde not foz none erthe⸗ 


ly thynge dylpleaſe god but truly ſtandeth in his de 
gree whether he be religpous 02 leculer. In this ma⸗ 


8 


ner cuery man behoueth to loue his god that wyll be 

ſaued / therfo2e J counleyll the to haue a kepe this lo 
ue oꝛ thou clymbe to ony hyer degree. u. ¶ The ſe 
conde degree is whan a man fo2ſaketh all the wozlde 
fo2 the loue of god that is foz to ſape his fader his mo 
der & all his kynred a tolo weth cryſt in pouerte. Alſo 
ſtandeth nyght dape / how clene he may be in herte 
howe chaſte in body / how meke dt buxom/ho we clene 
inall vertues / ã hate all vyces / ſo o that all his lyfe be 
ghooſtiyz none thynge fleſſhely. ut. ¶ The thyrde 
degree is hygheſt/foz that is a ful contemplatpte lyfe 
as whan a ma 02a womã loueth foz to be alone from 
all mauer noyle. Ind whan that he is ſaddely lette in 
this lyfe and in this loue with his ghooſtlp eyen than 
may he ſe in to the blyſle of heuen. Ind than his eyen 
be ſoo enlumpned and lo clere lyghted with grace of 
ghooſtly loue and allo thʒugh kyndeled with the gra⸗ 
cpous fyre of cryſtes loue that he ſhall haue a maner 
of bꝛennynge loue in his herte euermoze laſtyngeſand 
his thought eucrmoze vp warde to god. ¶ Thus as A 
haue reherced god hath vyſyted his leruauntes gy⸗ 
unge thepm a lpecyall ſauour lo toue hym by theyr 
holy lyupnge. Many other men and women there be 
whiche pleale god full well ſtandynge truely in theyr 
degree as men & women of the woꝛlde / both lozdes ct 
ladyes dt other hulbonde men women ã wyues. Foꝛ al 
be it they map not come to ſuche hye conteEplatyfe lyfe 
it ſuſtpleth them to haue the kyrſt degree of thele thze 
whiche J reherced laſt / fo that euery man is bounde 
to kept. ¶ vt thou deſpre to haue an hygher degre ot 
loue in to the wozſhyp of god/trauayle as other men 
dyde gaſke helpe and grace with good perſeuerauce 


pk it pleaſe god to perfozme thy wyll x bꝛynge the to 

thy purpole. But foz as moche as there be many that 
haue not a ladde grounde ne but lytell felynge how 
they ſholde loue and dꝛede god / whiche is ſpedefull t 
nedcfull foz all men to knowe. Therkfoze to ſuche as 
be not knowynge J wyll ſhewe kyrſte in what maner 
they ſholde loue & dzede god / that they may be Þ mo⸗ 
re ſtable in the loue of god. After that J ſhall Thewe 
by the grace ol god foure degrees ol loue / whiche eue⸗ 
ry cryſten man relygyous & leculer ſholde holde and 
kepe & may perfo2me foz the moze partye pt his wyll 


be feruentip ſet to the loue of god. ¶ Now than as 


Cayd J ſhall in the begynnynge with the helpe of god 
wꝛyte a ſhewe ſomwhat of the dꝛede of god /that ſhal 
be to his woꝛlhyp # pꝛoutyte to the redet. 


C 2 is dꝛede / and howa man ſholde dꝛede 
god. 


Rede that ß dꝛede ok god is begynnynge of wy⸗ 

ſedom. ¶ Dꝛede as clerkes haue wꝛyten befo2e 
this tyme is in many maners. But J luppoſe thꝛe k 
des of dꝛede bẽ mooſt nedefull foz to knowe. The fy2 
is dꝛede ol mano? dꝛede of the wozlde. The leconde 
is called dꝛede ol leruage. The thyrde is called a cha⸗ 
ſted dꝛede oꝛ a frendely dꝛede. i. ( The kyril 
whiche is dꝛede of man oz of the wozlde is / whan a 
man o2 woman dꝛedeth moze the punyhynge of the 
woꝛlde as betynge the body oꝛ pꝛyſonynge than the 
punyſſhynge of the ſoule. Allo whan a man dꝛe⸗ 
deth moze to leſe his tempozall goodes in this pal⸗ 
lynge wozlde than to lele the blyſſe without ende /this 


F 
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ner euer man behoueth to loue his god that wyll be 
ſaued / therkoze J counleyll the to haue d kepe this lo 
ue oz thou clymbe to ony hyer degree. u. ¶ The le 
conde degree is whan a man foꝛlaketh all the wozlde 
oz the loue of god /that is foz to ſape his fader his mo 
der & all his kynred tolo weth cryſt in · pouerte. Alſo 
ſtandeth nyght ã dape / how clene he may be in herte 
howe chaſte in bodp/how meke d buxom/ho we clene 
inall vertues/ã hate all vyces / ſo o that all his lyte be 
ghooſtiyd none thynge fleſſhely. ut, ¶ The thyrde 
degree is hygheſt/foꝛ that is a ful contemplatyfe lyfe 

as whan a ma 024 womã loueth foz to be alone from 
all maner noyle. And whan that he is ſaddely lette in 
this lyke and in this loue with his ghooſtlp eyen than 
map he ſe in to the blylTe of heuen. And than his eyen 
be ſoo enlumpned and lo clere lyghted with grace of 
ghooſtly loue and allo thzughkyndeled with the gras 
cpous fyre of cryſtes loue that he ſhall haue amaner 
of bꝛennynge loue in his herte euermoze laſtpngeſand 
his thought eucrmoze vp warde to god. ¶ Thus as A 
haue reherced god hath vyſyted his leruauntes gy⸗ 
uynge thepm a lpccyall ſauour lo toue hym by theyr 
holy lyupnge. Many other men and women there be 
- whichepleale god full well ſtandynge truely in theyr 
degree as men d women of the woꝛlde / both lozdes X 
ladyes d other huſbonde men women & wyues. Foz al 
be it they map not come to ſuche hye contẽplatpfe lyte 
it ſuſtpleth them to haue the kyrſt degree of thele thze 
whiche J reherced laſt / fo2 that euery man is bounde 
to kepe. ¶ vt thou deſpre to haue an hygher degre ot 
loue in to the wozſhyp of god /trauayle as other men 
dyde g aſke helpe and grace with good perleueraũce 


pt it pleaſe god to perfozme thy wyll a bꝛynge the to 
thy purpole. But foʒ as moche as there be many that 
haue not aſadde grounde ne but lytell felynge how 
they ſholde loue and dꝛede god / whiche is ſpedefull x 
nedefull foz all men to kno we. Therkfoze to ſuche as 
be not knowynge J wyll ſhewe kyrſte in what maner 
they ſholde loue d dzede god-that they may be hw 
re ſtable in the loue of god. After that J ſhall Thewe 
by the grace of god foure degrees of loue -whiche eue⸗ 


ry cryſten man relygyous & leculer ſholde holde and 


kepe & may perfo2me foz the moze partye pt his wpll 
be feruently ſet to the loue of god. Now than as J 
ſayd J ſhall in the begynnynge with the helpe of god 
wꝛyte a ſhewe ſomwhat of the dꝛede of god /that ſhal 
be to his wozlhyp # pzoutkyte to the redet. 


C\ C What is dꝛede / and how a man ſholde dzede 
god. 


Bede that ß dꝛede or god is begynnynge ol wy⸗ 
ſedom. ¶ Dꝛede as clerkes haue wzyten befo2e 
this tyme is in many maners. But J ſuppoſe thzek 


des ok dꝛede bẽ mooſt nedekull foz to knowe. The fyʒ 


is dꝛede of man oz d2ede of the wozlde. The leconde 
is called dꝛede of letuage. The thyrde is called a cha⸗ 
ſted dꝛede oꝛ a frendely dꝛede. i. ( The kyrſt 
whiche is dꝛede of man oz of the wozlde is / whan a 
man 02 woman dzedeth moze the punyſſhynge of the 
wozlde as betynge the body 02 p2zyſopynge than the 
punyſſhynge of the ſoule. Allo whan a man dꝛe⸗ 

deth moze to leſe his tempozall goodes in this pal⸗ 

lynge wozlde than to lele the blyſſe Was. ende / this 


a” 


dꝛede is coũted fo2 nought / fo god almyghty fozbad 
this dzede whan he ſayd thus. Dꝛedeth hym not that 
may ſlee ᷣ body/but rather dꝛede hym that may len⸗ 
de the body & ſoule in to euerlaſtynge fyre. 1. 
¶ And the ſeconde dꝛede whiche is the dꝛede of lerua 
ge / is whã a man withdzaweth hym oz abſteyneth hÞ 
fro ſynne / moze koz dꝛede of the payne ot helle tha foz 
loue that he ſholde haue to god. Euery luche ma what 
oodnes he doth it is not foz dꝛede to leſe euerlaſtỹge 
lyſſe whiche he deſyred not / but koz dꝛede onelp of 
luffrynge of grete papnes whiche he dꝛeded loze this 
dꝛede luſtyleth not as thou (halt ſee atter warde / but 
pet it may be good a pzoukytable. .tit. ¶ The thyꝛ⸗ 
de dꝛede whiche is called a chaſte oz a frendely dꝛede 
is / whan a man dzedeth the longe abydynge here foz 
grete deſyre that he hath to be with god. Allo whan 
he dꝛedeth that god wyll go fro hym / as peraduentu 
te he withdzaweth his grace frohym. Alſo whan he 
d2edeth to dyſpleaſe god foz the grete loue a delpre p 
he hach fo; to pleale god / ſuche dzede cometh of loue 
t that pleaſeth moche god. Take than hede how here 
be reherced the maner degrees of dꝛede/ lle the kyrſt 
fo: it is not pꝛoutptable. The ſlecoude map be pꝛouły 
table / foꝛ ſome men there be whiche dꝛede god by cau 
le they lholde not be lente into hell to bzenne there w 
the deupls in euerlaſtynge kyre. This dꝛede map be 
good koꝛ by this waye they map come in to the loue ot 
our lozde god as by this waye that J (hall ſhewe. Ill 
be it that thou dꝛede our lozde god onely fo2 payne pet 
loueſt thou not god whome þ dꝛedeſt / thou delpreſt 
not pet goodnes ot vertues / but thou withſtandeſt Þ 
wyckednes ol vyces / whã thou withſtandeſt the wyc 


kedn?es thou begynneſt to deſpre goodnes. whã thou 


deſyreſt goodenes e vertues / than cometh in to the 


the thyrde maner of dꝛede / whiche is called as Jlayd 
a chaſt oꝛ a frendely dꝛede. Foz than thou dꝛedeſt to 
lele the goodnes a grace that god hath put in p /thou 
dꝛedeſt thã allo to leſe the blyſTe that is oz deyned foꝛ 
the / e ſo by this thou ſhalt dꝛede god that he fozſake 
not the / whan thou dꝛedeſt god in this maner thenne 
haſt thou hym lykerly with the/# ſo fox his loue thou 
ſhalt deſpre to be with hym. Thus mapſt thou well 
kno we how dꝛede of god may bꝛynge the in to the lo⸗ 
ueof god/yt thou loue god than thou haſt wyſedom / 
lo thus the dꝛede of god is the begynnynge of wyle⸗ 
om. Take hede than and dꝛede god in the maner as 
haue reherced / foꝛ yf thou dꝛede wel god thou ſhalt 
not be ſlowe in his leruyce. He that dzedeth well god 
leueth no goodnes vndo whiche he may do to the plea 
ſure of god. Vf thou dzede god thou wilt kepe his com 
maundementes / and the dꝛede that thou haſt to god 
ſhall bzynge the in to euerlaſtynge ſykernes where ỹ 
ſhalt neuer dꝛede. Df the dꝛede of god wexeth a gre⸗ 
te deuocyon anb a maner loꝛowe with full contrycõn 
fo ſynnes/thzugh that deuocon and contrycon thou 
fozſakeſt thy ſpnnes /and perauenture ſomwhat of 
thy wozldely goodes.By that foꝛlakynge thou loweſt 
the to thy god c comeſt in to mekenes/thozugh meke⸗ 
nes thy fleſſhely luſtes ben deſtroped/ by p deſtruccõn 
all vyces be put out # vanyſſhed awaye / by puttynge 
out of vyces than vertues begyn to were and ſpꝛyn⸗ 
ge. Ok the ſhynynge of vertues the clennes ot the her 
te is purchaſed. By clenneſſe of thy herte thou ſhalte 
come to full poſſelſyon of the holy loue of Cryſt, By 


Wo 


theſe wo2des thou mayſt knowe howe j ſhalte dꝛede 
fo; toue/#how thou mapſt come to loue dzede 
of god. But the moꝛe loue encreaceth in the/the moze 
d2ede gooth from the Ao that yf thou haue grace to co 
mee to a feruent loue thou (halt but lytell thynke on 
dꝛede fo the lwetueſſe that thou ſhalt haue in the lo⸗ 
ue ot god. but yet be thou neuer ſo parfyte it is nede⸗ 
full that thou dzede dilcretelp as longe as thou art in 
this woꝛlde / oz as moche as J layd thou mayſt come 
to loue pt᷑ thou dꝛede god / ſee now furthermoze what 
is charyte ⁊ loue to god. How in what maner thou 
ſhalt loue hym / why thou (halt loue hym. ow þ ſhalt 
kno we whan god ot his mercy graũteth the that gra 
ce to conne loue hym. | 


” 


O — — is charyte and how # why thou ſhalt lo 
¶ Ok koure degrees ot᷑ loue /a in the kyrſt ben fys 
ue popntes. ¶ Oꝛdepned loue. 


Harpte as I rede is a loue that we ſholde haue 

to god / oz as noche as he is almyghty god. al 
ſo charpte is a loue wherby we lholde loue our neygh 
bour as our ſelfe foʒ god. And thele be two pꝛỹcypall 
cõmaũdemẽtes ot god. The fyrſt longeth to loue ot 
god / whiche is ÿ greteſt comaundement of ỹ lawe ort 
god. The leconde longeth to Þloue of thy neyghbour 
and this is lyke tothe kyrſt / @ thus thou haſt what is 
charpte and loue. See now how thou (halt loue god/ 
thou ſhalt loue god with all thy herte / all thy ſoule / 
with all vertue as thus. Whan » putteſt away from 
the oz withſtandeſt with all thy power all thynge that 


n kp 


re rpghtkully ne moꝛe pꝛoufptable. M 


2 trauaylethep haue it greueth them not fo2 the loue & 


bleſſyd fleſſhe of cryſte/than thou loueſt hym with al 
thy herte # al thy loule. Df this mater thou ſhalt her 
moꝛe after warde / but le nowferthermoze how thou 
ſhalt loue h. q The cauſes why thou ſhalt loue god 
ben without nombꝛe haufge rewarde to his benefap 
tes /but two caules we haue pꝛyncypally aboue other 
One is foz he loueth vs tyrſt with all his herte and al 
his loule ſwetely a ſtrongely. Swetely whan he toke 
fieſſhe & blood & became mã foʒ oure loue. Strongly 
whan he ſuffred deth foz loue of man. The leconde 
cauſe is/foz thet is no thynge that may be loued mos 
oze ryghttull is 
there none than the loue ol hym that made man and 
deyed foz man. Moze pꝛoutytable thynge is there nos 
ne that may be loued than almyghty god koꝛ yt we lo 
ue hym as we be bounde / he wyll gyue vs Joye and 
blyſſe without ende / where no thynge lacketh but all 
thynge is plenteuous and euerlaſtỹge. Se now how 
thou ſhalt kno we wha god putteth grace in the foz to 
knowe loue. Whan the trauayle whiche thou haſt fo2 
the loue ok god is lyght # lykynge to the/than thou be 
gynneſt to haue ſauour in the loue of god. Foz ther is 
no maner trauayle greuous ne trauaplous to hym 5 
loueth god feruently & trauapleth wylfully foz the lo 
ue ot god. ¶ Allo ſtedfaſt loue feleth no bytterneſſe/ 


but all cweteneſſe fozryght as bytterneſſe is ſyſter to 


the vyce of hatred/right lo ſwetnelle is lyſter to 5 ver 
tue of loue lo that in ſoue is all lwetneſſe. ¶ Alſo the 


trauaple ot louers may be in no maner trauaplous ne 


greuous. Foz ryght as hawkers a hunters what euer 


4 plealynge o2 lykyngeto thy flehe foz the loueot $ - I 


8 


lykynge that they haue in theyr game / ryghth ſo what 
thynge it be that a man loueth « taketh vpon hym a 
trauaple fo2 that thynge that he loueth oz elles it is no 
trauaple/and pk it be trauaylous it Iyketh hym to ha 
ue trauaple koꝛ d thynge whiche he loueth. Take than 
good hede of theſe wo2zdes-fo2 yf thou loue god thou 
wylt gladly trauayle c ſuffre fo2 ploue of god-yf thy 
trauaple ſemeth than lyght to the/oz ellys yf thou los 
ueſt oz deſpꝛeſt gladly to haue trauaple fox the loue of 
god thou mayſt wel kno we that god of his grace hath 
put in the a begynnynge to come to loue. Whan thon 
haſt ſuche a gracyous begynnynge withdꝛawe not Þ 
loue from hym fo2 no maner dyleale that may fall to 
the. Foꝛ many men # women there be that whyle they 
be in pꝛoſperyte / that is to lap / whyle they be in welth 
& in reſt gladly they wyll ſhewe loue to god luche as 
they can. But yl god ſendeth hym onydyſeaſe oz ony 
maner ot chaſtylynge anone her loue lwageth & that 
is no ſadde loue. Foz who lo loueth truſtyngly & lad⸗ 
ly he loueth as well in his aduerlyte as in pꝛoſperpte / 
fo what god lendeth to vs it is foz our pꝛoutyte/ther 
foze be it helth be it wo þ he lendeth we ſholde hertelp 
thanke hym # not withdꝛawe our loue from hym fox 
no nede that he hath to our loue / but fo2 grete pꝛokyte 
that we (holde haue to loue hym / fo2 his grete good 
nes that he wyll chaſtyle vs here all fo our better. 
Thus than haue I ſhewed in fewe wozdes what is 
charyte #loue to thy god/howe thou ſhalt loue hym / 
why thou (halt loue hym / and hawthou lhalt knowe 
whan thou haſt grace to conne loue hym. Lerne than 
thus to loue # ſe now ferther moꝛe whatpꝛoutyte and 
grace cometh of loue, ¶ In the loue ot god ben fyue 


tt peldynge to hym 


i. ¶ The kyrſtis fyrt cleuſynge the ſoule of all ma 
ner vyces thzugh holy medytacyons, . u. ¶ The le⸗ 
conde is lyghtthynynge in the loule with cierenes of 
vertues thozugh holy pꝛapers. iu. ¶ The thyrde is 
hony makynge lwete the loule whan he hath in myn⸗ 
de thebenefaytes a 5 grete gyftes of god almyghty/ 
nkynges. . iu. ¶ The fourth 
is wyne fulfplipnge p loule with a grete gladnes tho⸗ 
rough a ſwete contemplacyon. .v. ¶ The fykth is a 
ſonne mabpnge the loule clere with a ihynnge lyght 


in myrthe withouten ende & gladynge the ſoule uit 


an ealp herte in Joe #biyllſe eucrmoze laſtfge. Thus 
thou mapſt ſee what pzoutyte he [hall haue that can 
well loue. God than of his grete grace graunte vs hỹ 
fo to loue as it is mooſt to hym plcalynge. Amen. 

C Rowkerthermoꝛe J wyll ſhewe to the as J layd be 


toze-foure degrees of loue whiche thou mayſt kepe x 
ealelp come to one after an other yt thou haue good 


wyll. | 
Oure degrees of loue there be / the kyrſt is cal 
led an oꝛdeyned loue oz els 02dynat loue / that 
is to lape a loue 02depned to be knowẽ and kept ot all 
maner men # women of euerp degree in the wozide, 
Co this degtee ot loue longen. v. poyntes to be kepte. 
The tyrſt is thou ſhalt loue thy fleſſhe onely that it be 
ſuſtepned. The. u.ia that thou loue the woʒlde to nolu 
perllupte. The. iui.is that thou loue thy neyghbour foz 
god. The.iiu.is that thou loue thy frende foz his good 
lpupnge. The. v.is to loue thyn euempe koʒ the moze 


b .. 


ede ot god. 


gracpous thpnges yre / yght/hony/wyne / a lone. 


——_— 


& CThefyrſtis that thou ſhalt lonethy fleſſhe one 
ly thatit beſuſtepned, 


He fyrſte poynte is as J ſayd thou ſhalt laue 

thy fleſſhe onely that it be luſteyned as thus. 

Thou lhalt take mete a dꝛynke clothỹge and al other 
thynge that is nedefull to thy body / in relonable mas 

ner to kepe thy body in his eſtate in comfozte of thy 
ſoule to trauayle # contynue in the ſerupce of god / c 

not foꝛ to nouryſſhe thy fleſſhe in luſt a; lykynge with 
dyuerle delycate metes c dꝛynkes / fo ther of cometh 

foulc ſtynkynge ſynne ct many bodyly ſpkenes/ name 

ly whan ther is to moche exceſle. This wytnelleth an 

holy clerke it ſayth they that delyted them in luſtes of 
the fleſlhe they haue ful often many dyleales in theyr 
kieſſhe. Allo as J rede a loule that is wonte to delp 

tes of the fleſſhe gadzeth togyder many kylthes and 
wyckedues. Thou mapſt allo do no cxces/foz pf thou 

ble the to exceſſe/thou falleſt in to the vyce of gloto⸗ 
nye / whiche thou kno we ſt well is dedely lynne. Ok 5 
ſynne J rede thus / where Þ vyce ol glotony reygneth 

in ony man he leſeth ÿ ghooſtly ſtrength yk he had ony 

| befozc. Ind but yt the wombe of g!otonye be ſwaged 
4 all his Vtues ben caſt downe/thertoze loue thy fleſſhe 
to ſuſtentacyon not to delytes a to exceſle / foʒ here 

thou maylt well kno we & le that it is good @nedefull 

to flee delycacyes. But thou ſhalt vnderſtande here p 

J counleylie the not to fozbere onp mete 02 dꝛynke in 
lpecyall/fo2 the vyce of delycacye is not in the mcte/ 

but in pluſt that thou haſt in mete / therfoze ſapth an 

holy clerke. Often we take deynte metes without bla 

me / lomtyme other metes and compn to euery many 


ieth 
ame 


jan 
's ot 


ieth 
ony 


ſihe 


here 


full 
re p 
e in 
cte / 


not without gylte ol cõſcyence. So thus it ſemeth wel 
whan we take ony mete fo2 delyte moze than fo ſuſte 
naũce we offende god /therkoze flee delytes © luſtes of 
mete & dꝛynke and loue thy kleſſhe onely that it be ſu⸗ 
ſteyned / # than thou haſt the fyrſt poynte ok this de⸗ 
gree of loue. | | 


H ¶ The ſeconde is thou ſhalt loue the.xozlde to 
no luperflupte. 


Phe leconde poynte is thou ſhalt lone the woꝛl 

de tonoliuperfluyte. As thus pt thou loue god 

thou ſhalt not delpre ne loue vanytees ok the wozlde / 
ne wozldelygoodes moze than ỹ nedeth. Vf god hath 
oꝛdeyned the to an hyghe degree in the woꝛlde/as foz. 
to be alozde oʒ a lady /02 foz to haue ony louerapnte 
ghooſtly oz woꝛldely/by realon reuerence muſt be do 
ne to the moze than to an other man oꝛ woman. Foꝛ at 
ter that the fyrſt man Adã was inobedyent to goddel 
cõmaũdement it was oꝛdeyned by almyghty god that 
man ſholde be ſubgect to mi. Allo koꝛ as moche as p 
people mult haue gouernaũce/therkoꝛe it is reaſon to 
do reuerence to them that haue power d gouernaũce 
aboue other. But all be it i » be grete # wozldelp woꝛ⸗ 
ſhyp muſt be do to the/loue it not ne delyre it not but 
mekelp pelde all woꝛſhyp to god whiche mygytha⸗ 
ue made the alubget there he hath oꝛdeyned the a loꝛ 
de 02 a ſouerapne / thꝛugh that lownes thou ſhalt ha 


ue ſome grace to wichſtande p deſpre of woꝛzldelp vas 


nytees. I (aye ferthermoze/pk thou loue the woꝛld to 
none ſuperk luyte / þ ſhalt not delpre ne loue woꝛzlde⸗ 
iy good moze than the nedeth. Is thus _ knowelt 

u. 


—_ 


wellynoughin thy begpnynge whether thou art loz * 
02 lubgect / pooꝛe oz ryche/holde the apayde with thy 

degree lo that thou haue thy ſuſtenaunce /d deſyre to 
be no greter / but onely as goddes wyll is # as he wyll 
dyſpote foz the. vt thou holde the not papde with that 
that god hath ſente to the and to thyn a relonable ly⸗ 
uelode / but euer delyzeſt fo2 to be greter and greter in 
the woꝛlde than thou loueſt the wozlde to ſuperfluyte 
foz thou deſyreſt moze than thou nedeſt g ſoo by that 
foule deſyre thou kalleſt in to the vyceof couetyle whis 
che is repꝛeued by goddes lawe as a foule dedely ſyn 
ne. This ſynne is full-perpllous Aoz F rede where that 
the ſynne of couetyle is in a man þ man is made ſub⸗ 
gect to all other vyces. I kynde allo that couetyſe and 
pꝛyde be as it were one vyce 02 one wyckednes / in ſo 
moche that pet where pꝛyde reygneth there is couety 
ſe /a where couetyle reygneth there is pꝛyde / this vy⸗ 
ce is ſo wycked a ſo greuous t as longe as it reygneth 
in ony man he ſhal haue no grace fo2 to dzawe to god 
warde. This wytnelleth well a full holy clerke laynt 
Sregozye # ſayth thus in an Omelye. That in none 
ther wyle we may ne can neuer come ne dꝛawe to p 
begynner & maker of all goodnes / but that we caſte 
awaye krome vs the ſynne of couetyle whiche is rote 
of all euylles. Than it ſemeth well yl thou wylt come 
to the loue of god thou mult fleethe ſynne ok couetyle 
¶ Thꝛe thynges there be in the woꝛlde as J rede whi 
che men delyre aboue all other wozldelp thỹges The 
kyrſt is rycheſle. The leconde is luſtes. Ind þ thyrde 
is woꝛſhyp. Ok rychellecometh wyckev dedes. Df lu 
ſtes cometh foule dedes. And ol wozſhyp cometh va⸗ 
nytees.Byches engẽdꝛeth couetyle. luſtes noꝛyſſheth 


x#lecherpe-x woꝛſhyp noꝛyſcheth booſt e pzp 


de. Thus thou mayſt knowe what peryllit is to loue 


the wozide moze than nede is / @ than thou ſhalt kepe 
the leconde poynte of this degree. 


Oo CThe thyrde is thou ſhalt loue thy neyghboure 
ko god. 

He thyrde poynte is howe thou ſhalt loue tr 
neyghboure foꝛ god / to this thou arte bounde - 
by the cõmaundement ok god where he cõmaundeth & 
ſayth-thou ſhalt loue thy neyghboure as thy ſelfe/yt᷑ 
thou ſhalt loue hym as thy (elfe nedes thou mult los 
ue hym-/thou ſhalt loue hym allo foz god. Of this lo⸗ 


ue lpeketh laynt Zuſtyn d layth / thou ſhalt loue god 


foz hym lelke with all thy herte / @ thy neyghboure foz 
god as thy lelfe/that is to ſayeAoke where to and foz 
what thou loueſt thy lelfeſo thou ſhalt loue thy neygh 
boure. Thou ſhalt loue thy lelfe in all goodnelle & foʒ 
god / ryght ſo thou ſhat loue thy neyghboure foꝛ god 
t in all goodnes but in none euyll / therfoze layth the 
ſame clerke. He that loueth men 5 is to lape his neygh 
bours he loueth o2 ſholde loue them fo2 they ben good 
t ryghtfull oz els that they may be good @ ryghttull / 
t that is to ſape thou ſhalt loue them in god oz els foʒ 
god / in this maner euery man ſholde loyehymlelfe © 
Alloot᷑ the loue of thy neyghbour J rede whan thou 
fozſakeſt a ſyngulet p2ouffyte foꝛ Þ loue of thy neygh 
bour tha þ loueſt thy neyghbour. Allo thou loueſt thy 
neyghbouras thy ſelfe wha thou dooſt hym no harme 
but deſyreſtthe lame good nes & pꝛouffyte ghooſtly a 
bodely to hym that 3 delyreſt to thy _ thus 


"_ 


© 


thy neyghbouro2els ; loueſt not god. To this accoꝛ⸗ 
deth an holy clerke # layth. By the loue ol god the lo⸗ 
ue ot thy neyghbour is purchaſed / ã by ÿ loue of thy 
neyghbour the loue of god is nouryſſhed/foꝛ he 5 ta⸗ 
keth no hede to loue his neyghbour he can not loue hil 
god. But whan thou haſt fyrſte ſauour in lone of thy 
neyghbour / than thou begynneſt to entre in to 5 loue 
of god. Loue thus thy neyghbour fo2 god # tha thou 
kepeſt the thyrde poynte of this degree of loue. 


I C The fourth is thou ſhalt loue thy frende foz his 
good lyuynge. 


Le fourth poynte is/thou ſhalt loue thy kren⸗ 
Np defo2 his good lyupnge.Yfthou haue a frende 
that is of good lyupnge-thou ſhalt louehp in double 

maner-foz he is thy frende and fo2 the goodnes that 
is in hym / yk he be not good of lyfe but vycyous thou 
mapſt loue h but not his vyces. Foꝛ as J rede parfy» 
te krendſhypis whan thou loueſt not in thy frende þ 
ſholde not be loued/and whan thou loueſt in hym oz 
delpꝛeſt to hp goodnes whiche is to be loued. As thus 
though it be lo p thy krende lyueth ſo kolyſſhly thou 
ſhalt not loue hym folp lpupnge but that he map by 
goddes grace amende hym and be parfyte in lyuynge 
Foz what man it be þ loueth hymlelfe in folpe he (hal 
not pꝛouffpte in wyledom. Allo the lame clerke lapth 
in an other place loueth not the byces of pour fredes 
yl ye loue pour frendes. Loue than thy frende foz his 
good lyuynge /a than thou ſhalt kepe the fourth poyn 
te of this degree ok loue. 


» 


T C The fyfthe is thou ſhalt lone thyn ennemye foz 


C In theſecondedegreeof loue ben thzepoyntes 
| C Clene loue. 


he fyfth poynte is thou ſhaltloue thyn enne⸗ 

mye foz the mozeinede. Agrere dede of cha⸗ 
ryte it is &medeful to tozgyue them þ haue treſpaced 
ayenſt vs W all our herte. ¶ Itis but lytell goodnes 
ct full leſſe mede to he wel wyllynge to hym that doth 
the no harme / but it is a grete goodnes a a greter mes 
de that thou be well louynge to thyn ennempe. Ind þ 
thou do good d wyll good with all thy power to hym 
that dothcupll oz is in wyll to do euyli to the with all 
his power. Df this mater ſpeketh an holy clerke and 
ſapth. It is holden a grete bertue amonge wozldely 
men to luffre pacyentiy theyr ennempes / but it is a 
greter vertue a man to loue his enempe/foꝛ that ver: 
tue is pzelented as foz ſacrefyce befoꝛe the ſyght ot al 


mychty god. Fllo to this purpole acco2de the wozdes 


oftryſlt where he lapd to his dyſcyples. Loue pour en 
nempes / do good to theym that hate pou / a pzaye fog 
them þ puri ewe vouto dyſcale/ã foʒ them deſpyſe 


- you that we may be the chyldꝛen ot the fader in heuẽ. 
- Loue than thyn enempe foꝛ p moe mede pk þ v ylt ke 


pe þ fytih poynt of this fyrſt degree of loue. ¶ Shot 
ly thus ben declared ta the the fyue poyntcsof ỹ ty2ſt 
degree of loue. #nthe fyrſte pf thou take geod hede 
thou art warned and counleyled fo2 the loue of god/ 
and as thou art bounde by all cryſten lawes to withs 
ſtande the lynne of glotonye a al other fleſſhely uſtes 
In the leconde popute to wuhſtande y foule vpce of 


* __ 


couetyſe pzyde & all other vanytees of the worde. n 
the thꝛe laſt poyntes to loue thy neyghbour thy fren * 
de a all other men foz the loue ok god and fo the moꝛe 
mede. Loue than god in this fyrſt maner of loue / and 
thou ſhalt thzugh his grete grace pt thou wylt come 
to the leconde degree ot loue. 
Tx leconde degree ot loue is called a cleue loue 
vt thou wylt come to this leconde degre ot lo 
ue thou mult kepe thꝛe poputes. The fyrſte is/ þ thou 
loue no byce with vertue. The leconde is þ thou deſpp 
ſe all euyll cuſtome. The thyrde is that thou ſette not 
Iytell by ſyune whether it be lytell oz grete. 


E ¶ The tyrſte poyute is thou ſhalt loue no vyce 
with vertue. 


He fyrſt poynte is / thon ſhalt loue no byce 8 
vertue. Is thus what euer thou be in mannes 
ſygut / beware that thou be not vycyous I nwarde in 
thp loule vnder colour ot vertues whiche þ lhewelt o⸗ 
penly. Our ghooltlyennempe þ fende hath many lub 
tyitees to dylceyue mankynde. But amonge allthis 
it isa grete dylſcepte / whã that he maketh a vyce lyke 
to vertue & vertuelpke to vyce. This thou mayſt ſee 
by enſample. oz all be it that mere is a grete vertue 
where p it is kepte © in þ woꝛſhyp at in p name of god 
pet it is vycyous where it is do in woꝛſhyp ot man 6 
not of god. Alo where vertue of ryghtwylnes is tout 
ned in to vyces / whan it is do foʒ wouldely couetyſe 
oz els foʒ anger oꝛ inpacpence. The vyce alſo of pꝛyde 
is hyd lomtyme vader mekeneſſe. Js whan a man lo 
weth q meketh hymlelt in ſpeche and in berynge to be 


vengeaunce yk he myght fo2 the wzonge that is do to 


hym / but foꝛ he may not / oz eis he hath no tyme to wie” * 
tze hym on his enempe / koꝛ that caule he ſuffreth a not 
foz the loue of godBy thele enſamples a many other 


holde meke xlowvely.Pacyence alſoſemcthinmanya_ 
man whan there is none. Is whan a man wolde take 


thou mayſt well kno we that vyces lomtyme be ye 8 


to vertues. To this acco2deth lapnt Jherom ⁊ lapth 


thus. A grete ⁊ an hyghe connynge it is to knowe vy 
ces # vertues.-foz all be it that vyces vertues be cõ⸗ 
trarpous/pet they be lo lpke that vnnethe the vertue 
may be kno we trom the vyce-ne vyce tro the vertue 
Be ware therkoꝛe t loue ſo ladly vertues without ony 


kaynynge that ÿ hate all mancr vyces / and ſoþ maylt 


kepe the kyrſt poynte of this degree of loue. 


E ( Che ſeconde is 5 ſhalt hate all euyll cuſtomes. 


2 ſeconde poynt is thou ſhalt deſpyle all eupl 


cuſtomes. A grete peryll it is to haue an euyli 


dede in cuſtome. Joꝛ as J rede /lynnes be they neuer 
ſo grete ne ſo hoʒryble / whan they be dꝛawe in to cuſto 
me they leme but lytell to theym that vle ſuche lynne 
in cuſtome / in ſo moche that it is to them a grete lykỹ 
ge to tell and ſhewe theyr wyckednes to al other men 
without ony ſhame. Ok this # ſuche vlage ſpeketh an 
other holy clerke a ſapth. Whan ſynne cometh lo in 
vle that the herte hath a luſt # alykynge ther in / that 
lynne ſhall ful fapntly be withſlande. Joꝛ whan a ſvn 
ne is bzought in to cuſtome it byndeth loze the herte d 
maketh the loule bowe to hym that it may not ryſe a⸗ 
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whan he is in wyll toryſe/anone he llydeth & falleth 
agayne. Foz this ſayth the lame clerke in an other pla 
ce. Many there be þdelpren to come out of lynne/but 
foz as moche as they ben cloſed in the pꝛyſon of euyll 
cuſtome they may not come out from theyr wycked ly 
uynge ¶ Allo to this purpole rede that he pᷣ vlethhp 
not to vertue in his ponge age he ſhal not conne with 
ſtande vyces in his olde age. Thus mayſt well ſe þ 
pf thou be vſed in ony lynne it wyll be full harde to w 
ſtande it. Ind but thou leue all maner ſynne to thy 
power ÿ haſt none clene loue to thy god /therfoꝛze with 
ſtande all maner ſynne & take none in cuſtome/thã þ 
ſhalt kepe the ſeconde poynt of this degree of loue. 


Q C Thethyrde is thou ſhalt not ſette lyght by ſyn 
ne be it neuer lo lytell. 
C In the thyrde degree ot loue be fyue poypntes. 
| ¶ Stedkaſt loue. 


le thyrde poynte is/thou ſhalt not ſettelyght- 
by lynne / as thus. What euer ſynne it be lytel 
02 gtete / dꝛede it ryght dylcretly in thy coſcyence and 
let not lytell there by. Foz as J rede what man þ pal⸗ 
ſeth melure in takynge of his lyuelode as often mo2e 
than hym nedeth that maoffendeth god / this ſemeth 
to many men full lytell treſpas. But this holy man 
ſapnt Auſtyn layth. It is no lytellſpnnefoz as moche 
as we treſpas euer dae there in fo2 the moze partye 
In as moche as we ſynne therin euery dap we lynne 
therin often / by that we multeplye our ſyñũes #that 
is full peryllous/therfoze it is full nedeful to dꝛede al 
ſuche venpall ſynnes & lette not lytell by theym. Allo 


D 


| *venyall ſynnesbe they neuer ſo lytell / they be moche 


to be dꝛadde. Is the lame clerke ſheweth by enſample 
ok lytell beſtes whete they be many to gyder / be they 
neuer ſo lytell pet they flee do moche harme. Allo þ 
granes of ſande be full lytell / but pet where a ſhyp is 
duer charged with lande it mult nedes lynke oz dzen 
che.Byght lo it fareth by the lynnes be they neuer lo 
lytell they be full peryllous. Foʒ but pt ama be rather 
ware a put theym awaye they ſhall make hym fox to 
ſyune deedly. Therkoze yk thou wylt haue a cleneloue , 
to god / charge in thy conlcyence euery lynne iytell & © 
grete # withitand in the begynnynge a put it out as 
ſoone as god wyll gyue to the grace with contrycyon 
confefſyon 4 ſom almeldedes. And than thou ſhalt ke 
pe the thyrde poynte of this degree of loue. Here is re 
herced the mater ol theſe poyntes. ¶ Thus ben decla 
red the thꝛe poyntes of the leconde degre or lotie. In 
the kyrſte thou art counſeyled to loue all bertues and 
hate all byces. In the leconde poynte that thou haue 
no lynne in vlage but that thou voyde it ſoone# that 
thou hate all other euyll cuſtome. Jn» thyrde poynt 
that thou art not to !yghtof conlcyece/but that thou 
beware dt dꝛede euer lynne lytell a grete by counleyl 
of thy confelſour. Yf thou kepe thus thele poyntes fo 
the loue of god than thou loueſt god in the leconde de 
gree of loue/that is to ſape in a clene loue. Loue than 
laddelp in this degree / d by goddes grace thou ſhalt 
the loner cometo the thyrde degree of loue. 


Þe thyrde degrer ot loue is called a ſtedfaſt lo 

ue. Yt᷑ thou wylt come to this degre of loue Þ 

muſtkepe fpue poyntes. The fyrſte is thou ſhalt loue 
N c u. 


_ 


god with all thy deſyre. The lecõde is what euer thou 
do thynke vpon the wozſhyp t dꝛede of god The thyr 
de is thou ſhalt do no ſynne vpon truſt of other good 
dedes. The fourth is thou ſhalt rule the ſo dyſcretly þ 
thou fayle not foz noo feruent wyll. The fyfth is that 
thou fall not from thy good lyuynge foz feynte herte 
o2 by temptacpon. 


2 Cav kyrſte is thou ſhalt loue god with all thy 


T kyrſte poynt is thou ſhalt loue god with all 
thy deſyre/thou mayſt not loue ſtedfaſtiy but 
thou loue with all thy deſyre. In holy delyre it is to de 
ſyre the pꝛelence of almyghty god foꝛ the grete loue 


that thou haſte to god. Suche an holy delpre is ſoo | 


cceptable to god as J rede / that what man hathe 
a grete deſyre all be it he ſpeke not with the tonge/he 
cryeth full loude with the tonge of his herte. And that 
not deſpreth how euer he loueth to our ſyght out war 
de / oz lpeketh to our herynge he loueth not in his hert 
ct as a dombe man he is to koze god whiche may not 
be herde. Df luche holy deſpre J rede allo the lenger 
that loue lacketh whiche is lo loze deſpred ÿ moze fer⸗ 
uent is his deſyre whiche abydeth & that deſyre begỹ 
neth to bꝛenne thozugh ſtrength of ÿ delyꝛynge loue / 
in lo moche that though the body oz the fleſſhe fayle 5 
deſyre is nouryſſhed & encreaced. To this accozdeth 
ſaynt Gregoꝛpe ⁊ layth/holy delyres weren a encrea 
len in taryenge d abydỹge / foz where delyres fayle in 
abydynge there is no ſad deſyre. Thus than loue god 
ſtedkaſtly with all thy delpre / a lo thou ſhalt kepe th 
We | 


- 


fyrſte poynte ok this degree ok loue. 
O © The ſeconde is thou ſhalt in the begynnynge ot 


thy werkes thynke on the wozſhyp &# dꝛede of god 


he ſeconde poynte is what euer thou do thyg 

ke vpon the woꝛzlhyp & dꝛede or god. If thou 

kepe this thou ſhalt the moze [ykerly lyue to goddes 
plealure. oz what dede thou art in wyll to perfour⸗ 
me in woꝛzlhyp of god thou mapyſt be ſyker ot grete me 
de. Yllo yt thou dꝛede god thou art aterde foꝛ to do o⸗ 
ny thynge that ſholde be dylpleal nge to hym / & foz 
as moche as þ dꝛedeſt thou dooſt it not. Soo by that 
dꝛede thou leueſt that thynge vndo whiche lhold tour 
ne the in to grete peryll ot thy ſoule pt it had ben per 
kourmed in dede. By this thou mayſt wel kno we that 
it is full ſpedfull to thynke in ỹ begynnynge ol all thy 
werkes vpon the woꝛſhyp ẽ dꝛede ol god. To this ac 
coꝛdeth the techynge of ſaynt Poule where he layth 
thus. What euer pe do in woꝛde oz in dede / do it in the 
name of our lo2de Iheſu cryſt.Foꝛ he that begynneth 
all thynge in þ name ol almyghty god he begynneth 


in the wozſhyp of god. Loue thã lo ſtedfaſtly almygh⸗ 


ty god / that what euer thou ſhalt do thynke fyꝛſt in ỹ 
wozlhyp & dꝛede ol god/ a thus thou lhalt kepe the le 


- condepoyntelof this degree ok loue. 


2 CThe thyrde is thou [halt do nolyñe vpon truſt 
of other good dedes. 
He thprde poynt is thou ſhalt do no ſynne vp 
on truſt of other good W that 
N 0 . 
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ſynneth wylfully he neyther loueth ne dꝛedeth god. xt 
thou lynne vpon truſt ot ony goodnes wylfully thou 
lynneſt loin p j loueſt not ſtedfaſtly. ¶ To this pur 
poſe J rede allo that he is full vnkynde that is full of 
vertues dꝛedeth not god. Alſo a grete folye & a gre 
te pꝛyde it is fo2 to ſynne vpon truſt of ony good de⸗ 
des. Foꝛ be thou neuer ſo full of vertues oʒ goodnes / 
vnkyndnes to thy god may deſtrope all tho vertues 
Moꝛe vnkyndenes mayſt thou not ſhewe tha dyſplea 
ſc god wylfully / whiche is begynner and gyuer of all 
goodnes / beware therkoze & fleeſuche vnkyndnes / 
do no ſynne vpon truſt ot other good dedes. Df ſluche 
vnkyndeneſſe allo it is nedefull foz to beware / foz the 
moꝛe acceptable thou art to god thozugh thy good ly 
uynge/ÿ moꝛe culpable ſhalt thou be yt that thou fall 
agayne in to ſynne and in to euyll lyupnge.C Ind ol 
this thou haſt enlample ol Adam. Foz as moche as he 
was kulfylled fyrſt with goodnes / therkoze his treſpal 
was moche the moꝛe whan that he kell in to lynne. 
C Iſo J rede þ it is but a ſclyder hope where a man 
ſynneth vpõ truſt foto be ſaued / foꝛ he that ſo doth 
he neyther loueth ne dꝛedeth god. And but yk that we 
loue and dꝛede god to our connynge oꝛ knowynge we 
may not be laued / therfozeit is moze ſpedefull fox to 
dyede well than to truſt amys. Flſoit is moꝛe pꝛoultp 
table a man to holde hymleifelowe c feble than to de 
lyre to be holden ſtronge / and foz feblenes to fal and 
be loſt. Take hede than what goodnes that god put⸗ 
teth in the and thanke hym mekely a pꝛaye hym of 
contynuaunce / doo no lynne vp truſt of other good 
dedes. And thus thou (halt kepe the thyrde poynte of 
this degree ot loue. — 


"% 
/ 


1 


you 
pur 
ll of 
gre 
des 
les / 
ues 
plea 
f all 
8/7 K 
iche 
the 
d lx 
kall 
dof 
She 
(pal 
by 
nan 
oth 
; we 
we 
2 to 
ulfy 
o de 
and 
ut / 
n of 
ood 
e of 


thou fapie not fo2 none ferucnt wpll. 


p He fourth poynt is thou ſhalt rule the ſo dyl⸗ 
(I that thou fapyle not to feruent wyll. To 
kepe this it is nedekull to the to haue the vertue ot dil 
crecyon as thus. yt thou take foz yloueof god lo mo 
che abſtynence wakynge oz other bodely penaunce 5 
thou mayſt not foꝛ feblenes contynue to trauayle in þ 
ſeruyce of god /than is thy wyll to feruent. Foz be thy 
loue neuer ſo grete god is not pleaſed whan þ rulciũt Þ 
in luche maner that thou mayſt not abyde in his ſeruy 
ce thzugh thy myſcule.Thertoze beware and rule the 
vp realon / take nomozʒe vpon the than thou mapſt be 
te / beſy not the to folow other ſtronge men oz nomen 
of olde tyme in doynge of penaũce other wyle tha thy 
ſtrength wyl aſke. Ind gouerne thy lyuynge by good 
counleyll that thou fayle not thzugh thyn owne tolye 
Foz almyghty god of his endeles mercy hath ozdey⸗ 


ned heuens blyſſe to the ſpnfull men thzugh dedes of 


charyte & of mekenes where they be done in meiure 


and with dylcrecyon. The deuyll is lo enupous to mã 


kynde that ſomtyme he ſtyreth an vnpartyte man oz 
woman to faſt moꝛe thanhe may begynne thynges of 
dete parfeccyons hauynge no rewgarde to his feble⸗ 
neſle / in ſoo moche that whan his bodelyſtrength be⸗ 
gynneth to fayle eyther he muſt cotynue that he hath 
begonne ſo folyfly foz lhame of men/02 ellys vtterly 
leue all foz febleneſſe. Ta this accozdeth lapnt Au- 
ſtyn and layth. Out wycked ennempe the deuyll hath 
not a moꝛe ſpcdefull engpn to dꝛawe the loue of god 
from mannes herte / than to take vs by his kals ſug⸗ 
| | c \llit, 


Q. CThekourth is thou ſhalt rule the dylcretly that 
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| ne leue not thy trauaple/but luffre mekely c aſke con 


2 


n to loue bnwyſelp x without reaſon /that is to 
ye as J ſapd befoze. To ſtyre vs oz to take faſtyn⸗ 
ges wakynges and other bodely penaũces ouer our 


myght. Take therfo2e to the dylcrecyon &rule the lo 


dylcretly that thou fayle not fo2 to feruent wyll / and 
= thou mayſt kepe the fourth poynte of this degre 
of loue. | 


N ( Thekyftheis thou ſhalt not leue thy good lyuß 
ge koꝛ fepnte ne fox temptacyon, 


He fyfthe poynte is/thou ſhalt not fall fro thy 
good lyupnge fo2 feynte herte ne foz tempta⸗ 


cyon. To kepe well this poynt it is nedefull to haue a 


perſeueraunt wyll # a ſtable hert apenſt all temptacy 
ons. Some men there be whan ony heupneſſe bodelp 
02 ghooſtly oz whan that ony grutchyngeof the fleſſh 
cometh to theym / anone they ben ſo heuy d ſo full of 
vnluſt that they leue theyr ghooſtlytrauayle x fal fro 
theyr good lyuyge / ſuche men haue no ſtable ne ſted⸗ 
faſt herte. Therfoze pf thou wylt loue god ſtedfaſtly 
ſuſtre no heuynes ne dyſeale ne chaunge thy trauayle 
ne thy herte fro thy leruyce and loue of god / but take 
hede ok the woꝛdes of almyghty god where he layth. 
He is bleſſyd that is perſeueraũt vnto his lyues ende 
Here of thou haſt enlamples ot holy martyrs & cõtel 
ſours whiche neuer wolde be departed fro the loue of 
god foꝛ all the perlecucyon that myght be do to them 
Alo to ſuche men of feble herte a vnluſt ſpeketh laßt 
Bernarde and layth thus. whan thou art vnluſty oꝛ 
dylealed with heuyneſſe / haue none vntruſt therkoze 


And all be it that thou haue not ſuche deuocyon than 
as in other tymes / thynke well howhe that gafe p ſus 


che deuocyon hath withdꝛawen it foz thy dekautes as 


fo2 a tyme/ happely to the moze mede/therfoʒe 4 
ſtande all ſuche heuynes and ſtande ſtrongely ſuffre 
lowely-# take gladly the chaſtyſynge of god/e euer⸗ 
moe alke helpe & grace. Ferthermoꝛʒe ſome foꝛ defau 
te ot knowynge & foꝛ vnſtablenes haue fall thozough 
trauayle of temptatyons /thertoze whan thou art ſoo 
trauayled with ony temptacyons that ſhold be lettyn 
ge/ozels is dzedekull to the / chaunge not therfoze thy 


wyll / but ſtande ſtedfaſtly a ſhewe thy dyſeaſe to thy 
— fader alkynge of hym to gyue the ſuche colt 


eyll that may be mooſt helpynge to thy ſoule. yt thou 
do thus mekely with a ful good wyll to pleale thy god 
t to withſtande the temptacyons of thyn enempe the 
grace of the holy ghooſt wyll fully kulfyll bothe hym 
t the/hym foz to teche/the foz to lerne/ã take ot hym 
luche counleyll that ſhall be mooſt ſtrength a confo2s 
te to the #confniſpon to the deuyl. And ſo by the helpe 
of god thou ſhalt be confoꝛted in ſuche maner that þ 
ſhalt not fall thozough trauayleof temptacyons/but 
euer the lenger the moze ſtable and the moze ſtronge 
in the loue ot god to thy lyues ende. Thus than take 
hede that thou fall not from thy good lyuỹge fo2 keyn 
te herte ne by temptacyons / and than thou mayſt ke⸗ 
pe the fyfth poynte of this degree of loue. ¶ Here is 
ſhoztly declared the mater of theſe fyue poyntes. 
¶ Thus be declared the fyue poyntes of the thyrde 
degree of loue. In the fyrſte thou art taught to loue 
god m full deſyre. In the ſeconde foz to do all thynge 


fozte of hym that is begynner dender ok all goodnes 


in ß woꝛſhyp of almyghty god / and euer fo2 to dꝛede 


2 


god in the begynnynge ok all thy werkes. In the thyr 
de fully to withſtande all maner ſynne / and no lynne 
foz to do vpõ truſt ot᷑ other good dedes. In the fourth 
that thou fall not foz defaute of dylcrecyon. In the 
fyfth thou art taught c counleylled foz to haue a ſta⸗ 
ble herte and foz to witchſtande all temptacyons that 
thou kall not from thy good lyuynge. Vt kepe thus 
thele kyue poyntes than thou haſt the thyrde degree 
of loue / whiche is called a ſtedfaſt loue to god. Ind pf 
thou loue god ſtedfaſtly thou mayſt ſoone come to p/ 
feccyon/and ſo by the grace ot god thoꝛugh encreace 
of vertues thou ſhalt lyghtly come to the fourth de⸗ 
gree ok loue. 


In the fourth degree ot loue ben. vin. poyntes. 
CParfyteloue. 
S CHow by eacreace of vertues thou mayſte come 
to parkeccyon. | 


He fourth degree of loue is called a parfytelo 

ue. An other loue there is all be it J makenoo 
mencyon but of toure/whiche is called mooſt parfyte 
loue.Df that loue ſpekethſaynt Auſtyn a lapth. Cha 
ryte is partyte in ſome men x inparfytein ſome men. 
But p charyte that is mooſt parfyte map not be had 
here whyle we lyue in this woꝛlde. Ok the lame mooſt 
parfyte loue ſpeketh the lame clerke thus. In the ful 
kyllynge of the countre of charyte / that is to (ape/ in 
kulfyllynge or heuen where that all is loue and chary 
te. This commaundement of god ſhall be fulfylled 


where he layth / p (halt loue thy loꝛde god with al thy 
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herte / with all thy mynde / and with all thy ſoule. Foz 


 whyle ony fleſſhelp delpre is in man god may not be 


loued with all the herte and fnll mynde. And by this 
thou mayſt knowethat there is a paſſynge loue whi⸗ 
che may not be fulfylled in this wozlde-and that may 
well beicalled mooſt parkyte loue. But here perauen⸗ 
ture ſome man wpll alke / why it is commaundeth / 
but it myght be perfo2med in this woꝛlde. To that 
the lame clerke anſwereth and layth / that it is ſky; 
full that ſuche a perfeccyon ſholde be commaunded / 
and this he ſheweth by enlample in this wyle. Bygyt 
às no man map renne euen and ſykerly but he kno we 
whether he ſhall renne. In the lame maner noo man 
ſholde knowe his mooſt parkyte loue / but it hadde 
be lhewed in the commaundementes of god. Vf noo 
man hadde knowen it no man wolde haue laboured 
hym to come therto. ¶ Now lythen it is ſo we knowe 
it well that it is mooit parkyte loue we muſt nedeful 
loue it and lette vs in a redy wape whyle we be here 
that wyll bzynge vs euen to that mooſt parfyteloue. 
A moze lyker wape is there none in this woꝛlde than 
the waye of parkyte loue. Wherkoze J counſelllthe to 
haue this fourth degree of loue whiche is called a par 
kyte loue that we may come the moze lykerly to par⸗ 
fyte loue. ¶ Ot parkyte loue ſpeketh aynt Au 4 
ſtyn and layth. He that is redy to deye gladly foꝛ his 
bꝛother in hymn is parfyte loue. To this aco2deth the 
woꝛdes of Cryſte where he layth. No man hath mo⸗ 
re charyte in this wozide than he that putteth his lou 
le fo2 his frendes / that is to ſaye than he that gyueth 
gladly his lyte foz the loue of god to wynne his kren⸗ 
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des ſoule. This loue is the greteſt loue in this woꝛlde/ 
& many there be J tro we thꝛugh the gyfte of god that 
haue this parkyte loue / but yt it thynke the harde to 
come to ( hyghe loue / be thecfoze not agaſt. 

Foz other parfyte loue there is wherin thou mayſt lo 
ue partytly thy god as fynde by the techynge of an 
holy clerke where he coũleylleth in this wyle. ¶ velde 
we vs to god of whome we be made / and luffre we not 
theym to haue the mayſtrye ouer vs whiche ben not 
of lo grete value as we be / but rather haue we þ may 
ſtrye ouer theym. As thus /lete reaſon haue the may⸗ 
ſtrye ouet vyces/lete the body be lubgect to the ſoule 
and lete the loule be lubgect to god /e than is all ñ par 
keccyon of man kulkylled. Thus we ſholde lyue by rea 
ſon as Þſame clerke ſheweth by enlample / oz as we 
put lpuely thpges befoze them v be not lynely. Allo as 
we put wytty thỹges befoze them that haue no wytte 
ne reaſon. Allo ryght as we putte tho that ben not de 
dely befoze theym that ben deedly/ryght lo pk we wyl 
lpue parfytly we mult putte pzoufytable thynges be 
foze theym that ben luſty andlykynge. Allo put them 
that ben honeſt befoze theym that ben p2oufytable. 

Alo putte theym that ben holy befoze them that ben 
honeſt. Ind put all thynges that ben parkpte before 
them that ben holy. Take hede thi of this/fo2 pk thou 
wylt lyue after this techynge thã thou mayſt lyue par 
tytelp/yt᷑ thou lyue partptelp vᷣ ſhat loue parfytely ly 
ue than thus a thou ſhalt come to parfyte loue. But 
koʒ as moche as it is full harde to come lo ſodapnly to 
ſuche a parfyte loue/therfoze take hede to tho thꝛe de 
grees of loue whiche ben reherced befoze / @ begynne 
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to lyue ſadly in the kyrſte /a than from ÿ fyrſt clymbe 
vp to the ſeconde/# fro the ſeconde to the thyrde / yl 
thou be ſadly ſtabled vpon the thyrde thou ſhalt lygh 
tely come to Þ fourth where is all perfeccyon/yt thou 
haue perfeccyon thou ſhalt lyue perfytely.Begyntha 
at the kyrſt degree of loue / ſo encreace in loue t ver⸗ 
tues yt thou wylt come tothis degree of parfyte loue 
¶ I tede that ſome men begfne to be vertuous/ſom 
encreace in veztues / and ſome be parfkyte in vertues. 


Byght ſo it fareth by the loue of god as loone as thou 


art in wyll a begỹneſt to loue god / that loue is not pet 
parfyte but thou muſt ſtande faſt c nouryſſhe v wyll/ 
& yl it be well nouryſſhed it wyll were ſtronge /d pf it 
hath full ſtrength than it is parfyte. ¶ To this purpo 
ſe I rede allo that no ma may be ſodapnly in ſo hyghe 
a degtee/ but euery man that lyueth in good couerla 


cion/whiche may not be without loue they muſt begp . 


ne at the loweſt degree pk they wyll come to an hyghe 
parfeccyon.Thus tha good bꝛother 02 ſyſter whether 
thou be withſtãde all byces/and gadꝛe to the vertues 
fo2 the loue ot god and encreace in them tyll they ben 
parfytely ſtabled in the. And amonge all vertues lo⸗ 
ke that thou haue aferuent wyll to be beſye & deuout 
in pꝛapers /ſtande ſtrongely ayenſt temptacyons/be 
pacyent in trpbulacyons /a ſtable in perſeueraũt that 
thou lyue parfytelp & ſo come to parfyte loue. Take 
none hedeof them that let lytell by parfeccyon / as of 
them that ſaye þ they kepe not to be parfyte / it (uffys 
ſeth to them to be leſt in heuen / oz come within the yas 
tes of heuen / thelebe many mennes woꝛdes a they be 
peryllous woꝛdes. Foz J warne 5 toꝛſothe what man 
bath not parfyte loue here he ſhall be purged W pay 
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nes of purgatoꝛpe / oz ellys with dedes of mercy per⸗ 


— 


koʒmed fo hym in this woꝛlde / and ſo be made par 
kyte oꝛ he come to heuen blyſſe fox thyder may noman 
come but he be pfyte. Beware therfoze of luche lyght 
t foly wo2des d truſt moze to thyn o wne good dedes 
whyle ÿ art in this wozlde than to thy frendes whan 


thou artdeed/thynke allo this lyfe is but ſhot þ pay 


neof purgatozy palleall the paynes of the wozld the 
paynes of hell is euerlaſtynge / a the Jope & blyſſe of 
ſayntes is euermoze durynge. Thynke alſo ryght as 
god is kull of mercy pyte/ryght lo he is ryghttull in 
his domes. yt thou wylt thynke on theſe wo2des okte 
I truſt tothe mercy of god thou ſhalt ware ſtronge in 
vertues d withſtande lo vyces þ within a ſhozt tyme 
thou ſhalt come to a part᷑pte loue wha god hath ſo vy 
ſpted the that thou can loue hỹ parfytely than lhal all 
thy wyil a all thy delyre be foz to come to þ loue whi⸗ 
che is moolt parkyte/that is to ſaye euermoze to le als 
myghty god in his glozyous godhede euermoꝛe with 
hym to dwelle. But tozas moche as we may not come 
to our delſpre/but we begynne ſomwhat to loue hym 
here in this lyfe. Therkoꝛe almyghty god mercyfull 
thozugh the belechynge of his blelſpd moder Marpe 
graũte vs grace ſo to loue hym here/ þ we may come 
to the Joyfull d euerlaſtynge lyfe-wherets mooſt par 
kyte loue a blyſſe without ende. Ame. ¶ Here is reher 
ced ſhoztly how by encreace of vertues thou mapſt co 
me to parkeccyon & what vertues thou ſhalt loue. 


Athis fourth degree of loue /whiche is called a 
parfyte loue thou art taught and coũſeylled to 


begynne at a lo we degree pk þ deſpreto haue an hygh 
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degree as thus.Yfthou wylt haue this fourth degree 
of loue thou mult begynne at the fyrſt # ſo encreace in 
vertues tyll thou come to parteccyon. But amonge 
all vertues ᷑ al other poyntes whiche ben reherced be 
foze-fpue poyntes there be as me thynketh (pcdefull 
qt nedekull euery man to haue & kepe þony good dede 
(hall begynne a bzynge to good ende. The tyrſte is 5 
thou haue a feruent wyll. The ſeconde is that thou be 
beſy in deuoute p2ayers. The thyrdeis / p thou fyght 
ſtrongely ayen(t all temptacyons. The fourth is that 
thou be pacyent in trybulacyons. The kfyfthis that 3 
thou be perleueraũt in good dedes. Ok thele poyntes 
I \ſpake befo:e in the fourth degree ot᷑ loue/but foz as 
moche as they be not there fully declared / my wyllis 
by ÿᷣ heipe ot god to wzyte moze opẽly of eche of them 
one atter an other / tyrſt to wzyte of good wyll foz þ 
mult be begynnynge a endynge of all good dedes. 


I cow good wyll is and may be in dyuerle mas 
ners. * | | 


vll may be in dyuerſe maners/#is good and 

eupll-bely & feruent/grete a ſtronge / but to 

as moche as reaſõ whiche god hath gyue ones 
ly to mãkynde techeth a lheweth in euery mãnes con 
ſcyence full knowfgeof euyll wyll / a by cauſe good 
wyll may be in dyuerſe kyndes / therkoze J leue at this 
tyme to ſpeke of euyl wyl / ã purpoſe me fully thꝛugh 
5 techỹge ol almyghty god to declare lomwhat opẽly 
Þ vertue ot good wyll. I trow wel y cuery ma wold be 
good 02 wolde do ſome good dede be he — 


& pauẽture not chargeth gretiy to be good ne belyeth 


yym to do good dede, But foz as moche as he wolde 


*_ 


good I may not ſaye but he hath a good wyll. So eue 
ry man that wyll well be it ſtrongly oz feyntly/lytell 
oz grete / and in as moche as he wolde good he hath a 
good wyll. Neuertheles though this be a good wyll it 
is wo2thy lytell oʒ no mede /foz it is no kexuent ne bes 
ſp wyll. foʒ he delyteth to be good without ony trauap 
le /d ſo he ſuſtreth that good wyl paſſe a chargeth not 
gretly to be good ne to do good dede. But what tyme 
he bel eth hym to perfoꝛme that good wyll in dede / 


in that he delyreth to be good & belpeth hỹ to do good 


though he haue not fully his purpoſe ne may not per 
fozme his wyll in dede / pet there is a keruent wyll d a 
beſy wyll a J hope a me deful wyll. So that what ma 
del preth to be goods to do good dede# therto belyeth 
hym to pertoʒme that wyll in dede of hym it may wel 
be ſayd that he hath a feryent wyll / pet is wyll but 
Iytell acounted & feble hauynge rewarde to a grete & 
ſtronge wyll. But what tyme thou haſt perkoꝛmed in 


dede that thou haſt lo feruently wylleth tha thou halt 


a grete c a ſtronge wyll / lo that of euery man that 1s 
in wyll to be good oz to do good dedes whan he perfoz 
meth that wyll in dede it may be layd ſothly ol hym þ 
he is a man of a grete and a ſtronge wyl. To this acoz 
deth lapnt Zuſtyn & layth hus. He that wyl do the co 
maũdementes of god ſayth he may not but he hath 
a good wyll / but that wyll is but lytell keble / foꝛ he 


map do c kepe the cõmaundementes whan he hath a 


grete aſtronge wyll. As who ſayth what man hath 
a grete & a ſtronge wyll may kepe the comaundemen 
tes of god / and but he kepe them he hath no grete ne 
tronge wyll. yt thou wylt thou mayſt kepe the com⸗ 


maundementes ot god/pf thou kepe them thou ſhalt 
be good & do good / lo yt thou wylt ÿ mayſt do good a 
be good. But yet ſomtyme # ofte it talleth that by the 
grace of the holy ghooſt we wyl do ſom what w al our 
herte to the wozſhyp of god that is not in our myght 
ne power to perfozmein dede / whan our wyllis lette 
in this maner the goodnes of god is lo moche that he 
recepueth that wyll as foꝛ dede. Ok this lat Auſtyn 
bereth wytness ſayth. what thou wylt d mayſt not do 
god acoũteth foz dede. Thus mayſt thou knowe with 
in thy lelke whan thou haſt a lytell oz a feble wyl /a gre 


te oz a ſtronge wyll / a how acceptable a good wyll is 


to almyghty god / where thou doolt thy belynes to per 
to2me it in dede. But ſe now moꝛe openly #1n lpecyal 
poyntes how thou ſhalt kno we wha thou haſt a good 
wyl. Daynt Sregoꝛyſayth. We haue a good wyl whã 
we dꝛede the harme of our neyghboute as our owne 
dyleale/# wha we be Joyfull of the pꝛoſperyte of our 
neyghboure as of our owne p2oukyte. Fllo whan we 
trowe other mennes harmes as by wape of cõpaſlp⸗ 
on / d whan we acounten other mennes wynnynges 
our wpnnynges as by waye of charyte. Alſo wha we 
loue our frende not fo2 the woꝛlde but fo2 god / & wha 
we loue a lutfre our enempe foz the loue of god. Allo 
whan we do to no man that we wolde that no ma dy 
de to vs. Alſo whan we helpe our neyghboure to cur 
power and in wyll lomwhat ouer our power. Thele 
poyntes ſtande moche by the wyll withoute dede / but 


who lo wylleth thele fully in his herte to be do hath a 


good wyll. Ind as J ſapd befoze his good wyll shall 
be acounted betoꝛe god as foz dede. Thus than haue 
Ilhewed whiche is good a feruent wyll though it be 
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wyll / and how good wyll in ſome poyntes is acoũted 
fo2 dedebefo2e god all be it that it be not perfoʒmed / 
ſo that the wyller do his belynes to his power. ¶ Ta 
ke hede now kerthermoꝛe and beware koz thoughthou 
haue all theſe maners of good wyll to thy kelynge / it 
map be (lo that yet thy wyll is not rygttull / ſe how. Be 
thou neuer ſo full o wertues but thou confo2me thy 
wyll to goddes wyll in all maner thynges bodely and 
goo ſtly thy wyll is not ryghtfull. ¶ To this purpole 

ynt Auſtyn layth thus. The ryghtwylnes ol god is 
that thou be lomtyme hole ol body & lomtyme lpke / 
and perauenture whan thou art hole and in pꝛolperp 


te / than the wyll of god plealeth the moche and thou 


ſayſt that he is a good god and a curteys / yk thou (ap 
ſo oꝛ thynke ſo onely/koꝝ thou haſt helth o2 welth of 
body thou haſt no-ryghtful wyl fozas moche as thou 
confo:melt not thy wyll to goddes wyll / but onely in 
helth and welth. Foz yk he lente the ſykeneſſe oz other 
dyſeaſe perauenture thou woldeſt be ſoꝛy and grutch 
ayenſt the wyll and the leudynge of god / loo in thy 
wyll thou woldeſt make the wyll of god / the whiche 
may not be but euermoze ryght and euen bo we dow⸗ 
ne to thy wyll / whiche boweth and is full crocked and 
in this thou haſt neuer ryghtfull herte ne ryghtfull 
wpll. But what tyme thou dꝛeſſeſt thy wyll that is ſo 
croked and makeſt it ſtande ryght with Þ wyll of god 
whiche may not be croked / but euer ſtandeth euen / 
that is to ſape noo thynge wylleth helth ne lykeneſſe / 
welth ne wo / but euer holdeſt the plealed wich the wyl 
of god than thou haſt a ryghtfull wyll. Alſo it is ne⸗ 
dekull to a good wyll that it encreace in vertues and 


not perfoꝛmed in dede whiche is a grete and a ſtronge 


pl 
10 


2 
WD 


SR OO © a © D & 'S is: Tr wu au EE IO IT "IF; OR PIT \ 


come to the loue ot god that it be ſtable and reſonable 
What tyme thou art trauayled (oze with temptacons 
and grutcheſt not ayenſt goddes wyl but with a glad 
herte thou thankeſt god & luffreſt hym lowely # thyn 


. keft wellit is chaſtyſynge to the koz thy ſpnnes thã is 


thy wyll table. And whan thou deſyreſt not hygh re⸗ 
warde in blyſſe foz thy good lyuynge oz ghooſtiy tras 
uaple whiche thou haſt here in erthe but onelp at god⸗ 
des wyll what he wyll dyſpoſe foz the c no thynge at 
thy wyll than thou haſt a relonable wyll. Thus J has 
ue lhewed the dyuerſe kyndes of good wyl whiche be 
full ſpedefull a nedefull the koꝛ to knowe pf thou be in 
good wpll to loue god / # yt thou haue a ſtable # a res 
Conable wyll þ ſhalt ſoone come to parfyte loue. Now 
pauenture thou þ trauayleſt in ghooſtly werkes wylt 
thpnke oz ſay thus/ſomtpme it happed that thou wol 
deſt do ſome ghooſtly trauayle # thou may not perfoʒ 
me it in dede / cc all be it ſo thou do it in dedeit is full 
oft with lo grete heuyneſle thou grutche ſom what 
fo: defaute of ghooſtip cõfoꝛt To this I may anſwere 
as J lapd befoze/ pf ᷣ grutchep haſt no ſtable wyll a 
yk thy wyll be ſtable ſhalt not dꝛede in this caſe e le 
why. Thou ſhalt vnderftande þ the lleſſhe is euer cõ⸗ 

traryous to þſpyryte a 5̊ ſppryte ⁊trarye to Þ fleſſhe 
herof þ haſt enlample where [apt poule layd of hÞſelf 
in this wyle. p goodnes whiche J wolde do J do not as 

pk he had layd thus / ſome good dedes J wyll a delyze 

in my ſoule/but I may not fulfyl them foz feblenes ot 
my lleſſhe / all be it ſomtyme J pfozme them in dede 
it isſwout ony gladnes but what toz this tro weſt j 5 


thapoſtle ſholde therfoze leſe his mede / foꝛ he wolde & 


myght not oz els he dyde goob lõty ine Wout gladnes 
1 | d il, 
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Nay but moche the moꝛe his mede was encreaced foꝛ 
two cauſes.Fyrſt fo2 the trauaylous werkynge of hiC 
body that he ſuffred whan the fleſſhe ſtryued loo ſoꝛe 
apenſt the goodnes of the ſpyryte. The leconde cauſe 
is foz the heuynes & trauaple whiche þ\pyryte lultred 
whan he had no ghooſtly cofozte. In the lame maner 
what euer grutchynge thou haſt of thy fleſſhe ayenſt 
good dedes oz what heuyneſſe thou ſuſtreſt foz defaus 
te ot ghooſtly confozte/benot therfoze abaſſhed ſo thy 
wyll be ſtable but luffre # abyde lo wely the grace of 
god foꝛ thy moze mede. Be than ſtable in wyll # the de 
uyll ne thy fleſſhe ſhall neuer haue mapyſtrye of the foz 
all the deuyls in hell may not make the to ſynne but þ 
put therto thy wyll. Ne all the aungels ol heuen map 
not make the to do good dedes but put to thy wyll. 
C Take hede than that thy wyllbe well dylpoſed to 
god a that it beſet ſtably # reſonably /a than thou halt 
a ſpedefull begỹnynge to come to the loue of god. but 
foz as moche as mãnes wyll is oʒdeyned kyrſt e dyl⸗ 
poled with the grace of god that he hall wyll good to 
haue that grace in wyll c in all other dede / Pꝛaper me 
thynketh is nedefull & therkoze lomwhat J wyl wꝛyte 
of pꝛayer as god wyll gyue me grace. 


UC What parfyte is in pꝛaper and in what maner 
thou (halt pꝛape. | 


Bayer is enſample of good lyuynge # is mooſt 
ſpedefull to gete grace to dʒawe men to loue 
god. A deuoute pꝛayer c often vled purchaſeth grace 
of almyghty god & putteth awaye the fals ſuggeſty/ 
ons of the kende & ſtablylſhed a man in all goodneſſe. 


CTherkoꝛe god ſayth to his dyſcyples thus. Waketh x 
p2apeth that pe fall not in temptacyons. Ryght as it 
1Snedefull foz a knyght that ſhall go in tobatayll has 
ue with hym armoute & wepen / ryght lo it is nedeful 
c ſpedefull to euery cryſten man to haue with hym cõ 
tynuell pꝛaper fo2 what of our owne freelte / what by 
malyce #enuye that the fende hath to vs / we be euet 
in this woꝛlde in ghooſtly batayll moꝛe oz leſſe by the 
ſuſtraũce of out loʒde god. ¶ Therfoꝛe ſayth ſapt &ꝛe 
goꝛy the moze we be trauayled w thoughtes oz fleſſhe 
iy delpres / the moze nede we haue to ſtande beſely in 
pꝛapers. Do thus ̊ mayſt le that pzayer is ſpedefull 
&nedefull.C Allo p2ayer as I rede is a ſouerapne hel 
pe to thy ſoule-contozt & lolace to thy good aungell/ 
toꝛment a payne to þ deuyl/acceptable ſerupce to god 
parfyte Joye ſad hope / ghooſtly helthe without coz 
rupcyon. C Praper is allo a nedefull meſſager from 
euery mannes ſoule to almyghty god in heuen /a na⸗ 
melyfrom that mannes loule whiche is moche trou⸗ 
bled & hath no reſte. Dome 2lcyences there be whiche 
be good that is to (aye be well ruled @ be in reſte/to ſu 
che pꝛayer is allo a nedefull melſager to holde ᷣ ſoule 
in ghooſtly confo:t d to encreace it @ ſtable it in good; 
nes. But there be many other men & wymen of dyuer 
le conſcyence. Some there be that haue a bad conlcy» 
ence whiche be in reſt d not troubled / a that ben they 
that ben ſette fully to euyll c not to good. Some haue 


a bad conſcyente ſomwhat be troubled in theyr cõ⸗ 


Ccyence/# tho be ſuche þbe ſomwhat euyll oz begynne 
to be euyll. Some haue good conſcyece c allo ben gre 
ued in theyr conlcyence/ a be ſuche as lyue eupll # be 

gynne to be good. Whyle the conſcyenceis thus trou 
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Nay but moche the moꝛe his mede was encreaced foꝛ 
two caules. Fyrſt fo2 the trauaylous werkynge of hiC 
body that he luffred whan the fleſſhe ſtryued loo ſoꝛe 
ayenſt the goodnes of the ſpyryte, The leconde cauſe 


is foz the heupnes & trauaple whiche ỹ ſpyryte luffred 


whan he had no ghooſtly cõfoꝛte. In the lame maner 
what euer grutchynge thou haſt of thy fleſſhe ayenſt 
good dedes oz what heuyneſſe thou ſuffreſt fo2 defaus 
te ot ghooſtly confozte/benot therfoze abaſſhed lo thy 
wyll be ſtable but (uffre c abyde lowely the grace of 
god koꝛ thy moze mede.Be than ſtable in wyll e the de 
uyll ne thy fleſſhe ſhall neuer haue mayſtrye of the foz 
all the deuyls in hell may not make the to ſynne but þ 
put therto thy wyll. He all the aungels of heuen map 
not make the to do good dedes but ỹ put to thy wyll. 
¶ Take hede than that thy wyll be well dylpoſed to 
god a that it beſet ſtably reſonably/a than thou haſt 
a ſpedetull begỹnynge to come to the loue of god. but 
foz as moche as mines wyll is oꝛdeyned kyrſt a dyl⸗ 
poſed with the grace of god that he (hall wyll good to 
haue that grace in wyll # in all other dede/Pꝛaper me 
thynketh is nedefull a therkoꝛe lomwhat J wyl wꝛyte 
of pꝛaper as god wyll gyue me grace. 


( What parfyteis in pzayer and in what maner 
thou (ſhalt pꝛape. 


Bayer is cnſample of good lyuynge # is mooſt 
ſpedefull to gete grace ⁊ to dʒꝛawe men to loue 
god. A deuoute pꝛayer c often vled purchaſeth grace 
of almyghty god # putteth awaye the fals ſuggeſty/ 
ons of the fende & ſtablyſſhed a man in all goodnefle, 


(Therfo2e god ſayth to his dyſcyples thus. Waketh# 
pꝛapeth that ye fall not in temptacyons. Nyght as it 
ig nedetull foʒ a knyght that ſhall go in to batayll has 
ue with hym armoute & wepen / ryght lo it is nedeful 
x ſpedefull to euery cryſten man to haue with hym cõ 
tynuell pꝛaper / foꝛ what of our owne freelte / what by 
malyce #enuye that the fende hath to vs / we be euet 
in this woꝛzlde in ghooſtly batayll moze oꝛ leſſe by the 
ſuſtraũce of out loʒde god. ¶ Therfoꝛe ſayth ſaỹt Ge 
gozy the moze we be trauayled w thoughtes oz fleſſhe 
iy deſpres / the moze nede we haue to ſtande beſely in 
pꝛayers. So thus 5; mayſt le that pzayer is ſpedefull 
e nedefull. ¶ Alſo pꝛayer as J rede is a louerapne hel 
pe to thy ſoule-confozt & lolace to thy good aungell / 
tozment a payne to Þ deuyl/acceptable leruyce to god 
parfyte Joye ad hope / ghooſtly helthe without coz 
rupcyon. C Prayer is allo a nedefull meſſager from 
euery mannes ſoule to almyghty god in heuen /a na⸗ 
mely rom that mannes ſoule whiche is moche trou⸗ 
bled a hath no reſte. Dome 2lcyences there be whiche 
be good that is to (aye be well ruled a be in reſte /to ſu 
che pꝛayer is allo a nedefull meſſager to holde Þ ſoule 
in ghooſtly confo:t d to encreace it a ſtable it in good; 
nes. Bilt there be many other men a wymen or dyner 
le conlcyence. Some there be that haue a bad conſcy⸗ 
ence whiche be in rel} #not troubled / # that ben they 
that ben ſette fully to euyll # not to good. Some haue 
a bad conſcyente # ſomwhat be troubled in theyr cõ⸗ 
. (cyence/# tho be luche v be ſomwhat euyll oz begynne 
to be euyll. Some haue good conſcyẽce a᷑ allo ben gre 
ued in theyt conlcyence / & be ſuche as lyue cuyll & be 

gynne to be good. Whyle the conſcyence is thus trou 


\ 


bled the ſoule hath no reſte / therfoze to purſyewe fo; 
helpe c grace-p2ayer that nedefull meſſager muſt do 


* 
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well his olkyce/that is to ſaye belely without ony tary 
enge / a ſtrongely without ony feynynge/# rather cos 
me to the pzelence of almyghty god hp nedeth to ha⸗ 
ue two ſpecpall frendes/p is to lay ſtedfaſt fayth and 
truſty hope with theſe two frendes pꝛayer taketh his 
wape #renneth faſt to þyates of heuenxentreth with 
out ony lettynge oz he goth to the pꝛelence of good 
lozde truly to do his mellage with tull fayth # lad hos 
pe/kull pyteouſly he lheweth his nedes e the perylles 
of his ſoule. Than anone the good loꝛde ſo ful of pyte 
& mercy lendeth his bleſſyd loue in to þ loulethozugh 
the purſute of that good pzayer. Whan this loue en⸗ 
treth in to that loule anone he maketh all glad þ was 
full clenge d ſoꝛp/he maketh in peas d reſte that was 
ſoze troubled. Hope cometh agayn that was out /and 
ghooſtip ſtrength þ was awape is tullp reſtozed whan 
the enempes ot the ſoule / that is to ſape the fendes le 
this helpe # confozt to the ſoule / with loꝛo weull chere 
thep tozne awape t thus they begynne to crpe. Alas 
alas (020we & wo is come to vs / fle we faſt awaye foz 
god fyghteth koꝛ this loule. Thus mannes loule is de 
lpuered tro the lende by pꝛayer / a ſo it may ſothly be 
ſayd that pꝛaper is a ſpedefull a nedetull melſager 
fro manes loule to almyghty god in heuen. ¶ Thus 
haſt herde what is pꝛaper/ſe now ferthermoze hows 
(halt pzaye.C As otten as thou pꝛapeſt/oʒ what euer 
thou pꝛapeſt put all thy wyll in goddes wyll / in the en 
de ot thy pꝛaper / deſprynge euermoꝛe in cuerp alkyn 
ge his wyll tobefulfylled and no thynge thy wyll. Foz 
thou mapſt pꝛaye aſke ſome thynge that he wyl not 


here negraſite/as yf pꝛaye foꝛ ſoules that be damp 
ned thy pꝛayer is not accepted. Allo it may ſo be that 
thou delyreſt not that is mooſt helpynge to thy loule 

ne to other perauenture foꝛ whom þ p2ayeſt. Allo ma 
ny men pꝛayed lomtyme fo2 no good entent/and fo 
that they be not herde. Therkoze to be alwapye ſyker 
wha euer thou pꝛapeſt put thy deſyre and thy entent 
in aſtzynge in goddes wylfoz he knoweth all thynges 
and what euer thou p2ayelt he wyll not graunte it the 
but that is mooſt pꝛoufytable foz the. To this accozs 
deth an holy clerke and layth. Oftentyme god graun 
teth not many men at theyr wyll / foz he wyll graunte 
them other grace tha they alte to moze helth of theyz 
ſoules. So that it is nedeful that we put all our aſkp 
ge in to his oꝛdynaunce. To this acozdethſaynt Bers 
narde and ſayth. No man ſholde let lyght by his pꝛay 


er / foꝛ he to whom we pꝛaye after tyme the pꝛayer is ö 


paſſed from our month oz from our herte / he wzyteth 
it in his booke/ and truſtyngly we map hope that he 
wyll graunte that we aſke oz ellys that is moze pꝛou⸗ 
fytabie to vs. Thus than what euer thou pꝛayeſt put 


all thy wyll in to goddes wyll. Allo whan that thon 


p2ayeſt thou ſhalt pzaye generally/that is to ſaye/as 
thou pꝛapeſt foz thy lelte ſo thou ſhalt pꝛape foz other 
C Thus thou mult dofvz thze cauſes. Fyrſt foz loue 
and charyte wyll that thou do lo. Ind therfoze layth 
the apoſtie.Prayeth eche of you foꝛ other that pe may 


be ſaued. The leconde caule is / toz the lawe of god 
wyll that euery man helpe other in nede. This thou 


haſt by the techynge of laynt poule where as he ſayth 
thus. Eche of pou bere others burthen / that is foz to 


lap /that eche of you pꝛape foꝛ other oz helpe other in 
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nede d ſo pe ſhall fulfyll the lawe of cryſte. The thyr⸗ 
de cauſe is/fo2 wholo pꝛayeth foz al other as foz hym 
elle /ß goodnes of god wyll that he ſhall be partyner 
of all other mennes pꝛapers. ¶ To this aco2deth lapt 
Ambꝛoſe #ſayth thus. Vt thou pꝛay onely foz thyſelf 
and foz none other than ſhall none other pꝛay fo: the 
but thy (elfe/#yf thou pꝛape fo all other tha allother 
ſhall pzapefoz the. Tus than whan j pꝛayeſt pꝛaye 
. foz all other. Allo whan thou ſhalt pꝛape thou muſt 
pꝛape with full herte # put away fro the all vanytees 
of the wozlde all ymagynacyons & all ydel thoughtes 
¶ To this acozdeth an holy clerke & ſayth. Whan we 
ſtande to pzaye we muſt with all our herte gyue our 
entent to that we pzaye/thatis toſay we muſt voyde 
all fleſſhelp #all woʒldely thoughtes & ſuffre not our 
herte other wyle to be occupped than about our pꝛap⸗ 
er. But to this perauenture thou layſt that though þ 
be neuer in ſo good wyll to pzape-thpn herte is awaye 
krom thy pꝛayer d encombꝛed wity dyuerle thoughtes 
that thou mayft haue no whyle thyn herte ladly vpon 
thy pꝛayer. To this graũte þ what the fende whiche 
euer is belſp to lette all goodnes & what thꝛugh the vn 
ſtablynes of man thyn herte (halt not be ſtable vpon 
thy pzayer I trowe lcarłelp the tyme of a Pat noſter. 
But wha thou go to thy pzayer/take good hede what 
nede thou haſt to pzaye what thou wylt pꝛape/d how 
grete how myghty a how ryghtfull @mercyfull he is 
to whom þ wyit pzaye.Yf thou ſet thyn herte thus in 
the begynnynge of thy p2ayer/thou ſhalt not J trow 
gretly be letted / a though it be lo that ſomtyme thou 
de letted with other thonghres / kyght ayenſt them 5 
all thy belynes / anone tourne to thy pꝛaper.ꝓt᷑ thou 


wylt fyght wylfully in this maner god ol his grete gra 
ce q endeles pyte wyll alo we thy good wyll / & moche 
the rather foz thy trauaple graũte that Þ alkeſt. Thus 
than whan thou wylt pꝛape p muſt pꝛape w full her; 
te. Allo an other maner pꝛayer there is/that v ho ſoo 
hath grace to come therto his pꝛayer ſhal ſoone be her⸗ 
de pf he pꝛaye relonably. This mauer of pꝛaper 1s 
whan thou art vylyted by the grace of god with grete 
conpunccpon of herte and ſwetnesof deuocyon. Con 

punccyonis a grete loue of tyy loule Ipꝛyngynge out 

of thy herte with tecres of tyyn eyen. Whan ÿ bethyn 

keſt the vpon thy lynnes # vpon the dzedefull dome 

of god. whan þ haſt this conpunccyon a theſe teercs 

than þ haſt full deuocyon / with luche deuocyon bele⸗ 

ly pꝛape fo all tho that haue nede/foz what thynge þ 
pꝛayeſt in þ tyme ſo it be woꝛlhyp to god þ art anone 

herde without ony taryenge.Fo2 as j rede pꝛayer pea 

ſeth almyghty god # maketh hym toꝛne to mercy. but 

whan deuoute teeres come W pꝛaper than ot his gre⸗ 

te pyte he may no lenger ſuffre / but anone as he were 

⁊ſtrapned he graũteth what we alke. Ferthermoze yt 

5 be vled to luche deuocon ÿ (halt feruently delyre to 

conne lone god /a lo by goddes grace 5 (halt ſoone co 

me to loue / thus tha loue pꝛaper pk thou wylt come to 

P loue of god. Ind foꝛ as moche as many men d wo⸗ 

men be moche trauapled by dyuerle temptacyons oꝛ 

they come to loue/therfoze beware ol theym a ſooner 

ts wWſtande them / ſom what J wyl ſhewe of temptacy 

ons as me thynkethis nedekull. 
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"VC How ÿ may beware a knowe of temptacyons 
wakynge oz ſlepynge/ how þ ſhalt W ſtãde them. 


, y the oꝛdynaũce of almyghty god there be oꝛ⸗ 


_ 


7 deyned good aungels to defende vs fro eupll 
ct to ſtyre vs to bertues and to kepe vs in goodnes. 
C Allo other badde aungels & euyl ſpyrytes there be 


whiche trouble mankynde wi dyuerle temptacons to 


pꝛeue mannes ſtablenes d that to grete mede to man 
nes ſoule. The power of this wycked ſpyryte / that is 
to ſaye the fenve is lo grete v the moꝛe a man belyeth 
hyin to pleaſe god y rather he is about to greue hym / 
Foz as I rede oftymes it happeth z many men whan 
thy gyue them hole to contemplacyon oz to other dez 
uocpons than they be trauapyled with ſtronge teinpts 
cyons by luffraũce of god that they may knowe theyꝛ 
owne feblenes & to kepe theym mee a lowe foz they 
cholde not lele ỹ grete mede ol god koꝛ ony maner ſpy 
ceof pꝛyde / whiche mede is oꝛdeyned fo2 theyr ghooſt 
ly trauaple. Alo in what euer maner of lower degree 
man 02 woman be that wyll withſtande ſpune to his 
power d lyue after the techynge of goddes lawe/to al 
uche the wycked lpyryte hath enuye/@cuermoze gp - 
ueth theym ſome maner of batayll grete oz lytell ſle⸗ 
pynge oꝛ wakynge. ¶ Other men a women there be 
that he ſuffreth to be in reſte c peas / tho ben luche 
as dꝛede not god / but nyght c daye gyue them to all 
maner luſtynges a lykynges of theyr fleſſhe / foz they 
ben lo redy to ſynne # to do his wyll that hym nedeth 
not to ſtyre them to eupll / c therfoze he ſuſtreth them 
in peas c without ony trauayle of temptacyons, DE 
ſuche men lpeketh ſaynt Auſtyn #layth thus. Dome 
menx women p2ofer theymlelfe to ſynne wplfully & 
abydenotthe temptacyons of the fende/ but they go 
befoze the temptacpons # be redper to ſynne than the 


kende is to tempte them. And lythen it is lo that eue⸗ 
ty man whiche is bely to pleaſe god (hal be trauayled 


and pꝛyued with dyuerle temptacpons. I wyl ſhewe 


the to my felynge and as J rede ot other auctours p 
maner ot begynnyngeof euery temptacyou that thou 
mapſt beware ot them # rather withſtande the begyn 
nynge a ſo ouercome the hole temptacyon. ¶ IJ rede 
that our enempe the kende whan he wyll make vs to 
folo we his wyll oz ellys foz cnupe wyll trauayle and 
greue vs he begynneth with fals ſuggeſtyons / that is 
to lape he putteth in our myndes dtuerle ymagynacy 
ons /as wo!ldely $ fleſſhely thoughtes and ſomtyme 
other thoughtes whiche be full greuous # perpllous/ 
eyther to make vs haue a grete luſt # lykynge in the 
that be woꝛldely oz fleſſhely / oz ellys to bꝛynge vs in 
grete heupnes o2 dꝛede thzugh tho thoughtes whiche 


be greuous t perylious.C As to the wozldely oz flelꝰ 


ſhely thoughtes pt weluttre theym to abyde in oure 
herte lo longe wylfully tyll we haue lykynge in them/ 
than hath the deuyll wonne a grete ſtronge warde of 
vs c purlpeweth ferthermoze with all his belpnes to 
make vs allente to hym as in wyll to perfozme it in 
dede. By that dede thou mayſt vnderſtande euery de 
dely ſpnne after ÿ ſuggeſtyon is in ß begynnynge To 
lome he begynneth with a fals ſluggeſtyon of pꝛyde/ 
92 ellps ot couetyle / to lome with a luggeſtyon ok glo⸗ 
tonye oꝝ lecherpe/and lo of all other ſynnes wherm he 
ſuppoleth ſooneſt to haue mayſtrye ouer man / foꝛ eue 
ry man is enclyned moze to one maner ſynne than to 
an other. And where he hath mayſtrye / that is to lay 
where that lynne is perkozmed in dede/ he beſyeth hp 


e il. 


loze to bꝛynge it in to cuſtome / ſo thoʒugh the cuſto⸗ 


TR 


me to haue vs hole vnder his power. Go lle c withſtã 
de all theſe perylles the pꝛophete Dauyd ſayth in the 
ſawter. Go awap warde oꝛ bowe awaye from eupll & 
do good / that is to ſape after the expoſycyon of doc 
tours. o from the euyll of luggeſtyon / from the lug 
geſtyon ol entylynge / from ñ euyl ot delytynge / krom 
the euyll of allentynge / krom the euyl of dede/x from 
the euyll of cuſtome. withſtande than all luche wozl 
dely oz fleſſhely thoughtes as moche as god wyll gy⸗ 
ue the grace p thou fal in none of thele euylles whiche 
as Jhaue ſayd be full peryllous.Ferthermozeas to 5 
greuous thoughtes x peryllous perauenture þ wylt 
aſke whiche be tho thoughtes þ be lo greuous & peryl 
lous. All tho thoughtes that thou haſt ayenſt thy wyl 
whiche make the heuy oz ſozpbe greuous. And foꝛ to 
ſchewe the moꝛe openly what man that ymagyeth vp⸗ 
on hyghe maters þ be ghooſtly whiche paſſe all erthe⸗ 


ly mennes wytte. As vpon þ fayth of holy chyrche oz 


ſuche other that neden not to be ſpecyked at this tyme 
foz that man hath greuous thoughtes a peryllous.pt᷑ 
we ſuffre ſuche ymagynacyous abyde t take none hes 
de in the begynnpge to the kals luggeſtyon of ÿ fende 
win lhoꝛt tyme oz euer we be ware eyther he wyll ma 
ke vs lele our kyndely wytte & reaſon 02 ellys he wyl 
bꝛynge vs to vnrealonable dꝛede. Ok luche temptacy 
ons it is nedefull to be ware & put theym a wape pt y 
may with dououte pꝛapers & other occupacyvons / pk 
thou may not voyde them luſtre them than elely. Foz 
p (ſhalt vnderſtande þ they be ryghtnedeful ; mede⸗ 
full foz thy ſoule/fo2 but it were lo p luche thoughtes 
come ſomtyme in to thy myndeþ ſholdeſt leme in thy 
Celfe that were an aungell & no man / therfoze it is 


thoughtes that thou mayſt le d knowe thyn owne fe⸗ 
blenes & bnſtablenes whiche cometh ok thylelle/and 
that 2 mapſt fele the ſtrength whiche haſt onely of 
god. Alſo thou ſhalt ſuffre luche thoughtes eſely/but 


thou mayſt voyde the / fo2 all luche thoughtes ſo ß 


thou delpte the not in them they ben a grete purgßge 
fo thy loule/ã a grete ſtrength to kepe within the ver 
tues /ã all be it þ they be ſharpe # bytter fo2 the tyme 
thynke well y they (hal make thy (oule clene that was 
ryght koule / q make it hole that was ryght lyke and 
bꝛynge it in to euerlaſtynge lyfe + helth without ende 
tothe whiche lyfe & helth may no man come withoute 
grete ſharpenes 3 bytternes.¶ Ailo whan p art tra⸗ 
uayled with thoughtes whiche 3 mayſt not put awap 
thynke wel that it is a grete ryghtwplnesof god that 
thou haue luche thoughtes. Foz ryght as þ haſt had 
full often thy wyl e lykynge in wozldely and fleſſhely 
thoughtes apenſt the wyll of god /ryght lo it is p wyl 
of god that thou haue other thoughtes ayenſt thy wyl 
But pet it is good that thou beware of them e that Þ 
dꝛede them dylcretly and truſte ſtedfaſtly in god. Foz 
whan the loule hath no delyte in ſluche thoughtes but 
hateth a lotheth them /thã they be a clenſynge a a gre 
te mede to þ ſdule / but yk it lo be that there come ſom 
tyme ony lykynge ok lynne oz of ony vanyte thoꝛugh 
ſuche thoughtes / than withſtande d thynke that it is 
a fals ſuggeſtyon of the deuyll / ther with be dzedful 
and ſozy that þ haſt offended god in lykynge ok luche 
fals pmagynacyons.C J rede that toꝛ ſuche though ⸗ 
tes onely ᷣ ſhalt not be dampned though they be come 
iu to thy mynde / loꝛ it is not in thy power to let them 
e. ui. 


nedefull that thou be tempted otherwyle with cupll 
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to come. But pf it be ſo that 3 aſſente oꝛ delpte in them 
than beware foꝛ there thou dyſpleaſeſt god. Alſo it is 
good that dꝛede god though þ aſſente not to euyll 
thoughtes that þ fall not foꝛ pꝛyde. Foꝛ eche man that 
ſtandeth in vertues ſtandeth onely by ỹ vertue a gra 
ce of almyghty god. Thus than be ware of thoughtes 
foꝛhere mayſt le that all temptacyons begynne 5 
fails ſuggeſtpons of the wycked lpyryte. And pk ha⸗ 
ue grace to withſtande ſuche thoughtes þ ſhalt ouer⸗ 
come all ſuche temptacõns. And foꝛ p mooſt ſouerayn 
remedy apenſt all maner temptacõns it is good that 
ſhewe thy diſeaſe to thy ghooſtly fader as okt as it ne 
deth els to ſome other good man of ghooſtly lyuynge 


as ſlaydbefoze in the fyfth poynt ot ỹ thyrde degree 


of loue. ¶ Ferthermoꝛe to ſpeke of temptacpons. re 
de that whan the wycked kende may not ouercome a 
man wakynge / than is his belynes to trauaple ũ to ta 
ryenge hym llepynge. And that is to dylcepue hym yk 
he may in thze maneꝛs. One is to begyle hym thzugh 
glad #confoztable dꝛemes. The leconde is to greue c 


do lette hỹ thzugh ſoꝛowtull d dzedefull dꝛemes. And 
the thyꝛde is to make hym the rather allente to lynne 


wakynge thꝛugh foule ſyghtes oz other dyuerle vany 
tees whiche he luffreth lepynge-/therfoze it is good to 
beware of dꝛemes / ko in (ome thou mayſt wel byleue 
ct lome it is good tolette at nought.foʒ ſomtpme god 
ſheweth cofozt to wycked men ſlepynge þ they ſholde 
the rather leue theyr lynne. d lomtyme he comfozted 
good men ſleppge to make them moꝛe feruent in his 
loue. but fozas moche as p myghteſt lyghtly be diſcey 
ued thꝛugh ſuche illuſyons. I coũſeyll the to put them 
all out fro thy herte oz els to ſhewe the to thy ghoſtly 


C 


krendes. Foz oftpmes he p hath moche lykynge in dꝛe 
mes is mooſt taryed and out of reſte. lſo vᷣ ihalt not 
dꝛede luche dꝛemes what ſoeuer they be/ oz as J re? 
de yf thou be ſtable in the fayth of holy chyrche / pf þ 
loue god with all thy herte-pt ÿͤ be obe dyent to god a 
to thy ſouerayns what euer be as well in aduerſpte 
as in pꝛoſperpte. And yt ÿ put ali thy wyll at godves 
dyſpoſycyon than ſhalt pdzede no maner of dꝛemes 
foz though they be d2edefull a loꝛow full to thy ſyght 
be therfo2 not agaſt ue heuy / but truſtyngly put al to 
gyder in to goddes honde he to 02deyne toz the as he 
wyll. Aſo though they be to thy lyght glad a contozta 
ble deſyre them not ne byleue not in them but yk it be 
that they tozne to the woꝛſhyp of god /yt ÿ do thus by 
the grace ot god p ſhalt ouercome all temptacons ſle⸗ 
pynge. Thus than flepynge c wakynge pt thou with 
ſtande in the begynnynge ÿ kals luggeityons of that 
wycked aũgell p1s to laye wycked thoughtes # peryl⸗ 
lous pmagynacyons as I layd befoze / than j ſhalt 
ouercome all temptacõns.¶ To this acoꝛdeth ſaynt 
AJuſtyn & lapth. Yf we withſtande the luſt # lykynge 
of vnclene thoughtes there lholde no ſynne reygne in 
our dedelp bodyes. Withſtande than thoughtes a be 


ſtronge ayenſt temptacõns / lo thʒugh that ghooſtip 


ſtrength p lhalt lyghily come to the loue of god. And 
foz as moche às luche temptacyons & other woꝛldely 
trybulacyons fall oftentymes to goddes ſeruauutes 
in to grete mede of theyr loules lo that they can ſuf; 
fre them mekely a thanke god therkoze. J u yll lhewe 
a kewe confoztable woꝛdes ot vertue of pacpence by 
the whiche p mapſt be ſtyred koꝛ to ſuffre bodely and 
ghooſtly dyleales gladly foz the loue of god. 

e . iui. 
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enceis mooſt nedefull, 


Haryte whiche is moder & keper of vertues is 
loſt full often by Jnpacyence.To this acozdeth 
ſaynt Gregozye & layth thus. Men that be Jnpacyent 
whan they wyll not (uffre gladly trybulacyous / des 


Qroye the good dedes whiche they dyde whyle lou⸗ 


le was in peas t reſte / lodaynly they deſtrope that 
ghooſtly werke that they haue begonne by good aup⸗ 
lement a grete trauaple. By thele woꝛdes it ſemeth þ 
it is nedefull to kepe with vs the vertue of pacyẽce pt 
we ſholde come to the loue of god/foz without encrea 
ce of vertues we may not come to þloue.E To ſpeke 
than of pacpence I rede þm pꝛoſperpte it is no vertue 
to be pacyent / but what man is troubled with many 


aduerſytees & ſtandeth ſtably hopynge in the mercy 


of god/he hath the vertue of pacyẽce. ¶ In thꝛe ma⸗ 


ner of wapes goddes ſeruaũtes haue nede to be pacy 


ent in trybulacõns. The kyrſt is whan god chaſtyleth 
them with his rodde / as with loſſe of wozldely godes 
oz ellys with bodelp ſpkenes / The leconde is whã our 
enempe the tende trauapleth vs with dyuerſe tempta 
cyons by the ſuffraũce of god. The thyrde is wha our 
neyghbours do to vs w2onge 02 deſpytes. In eche of 
thele thꝛe our enemyebelyeth hym to bꝛynge vs oute 
of pacyence/x in eche ol thele we ſholde ouercome yÞ 
yk we be pacyent. As thus yk weſuifreeaſely a gladly 
the chaltylynge ol god without ony grutchynge Allo 
pk we delyte vs not in the fals ſuggeſtyons of the fen 


de a alſente in no maner to his wycked temptacyons. 


Alſo yt we kepe vs ladly in charyte wha we ſuffre ony 


wꝛonges oꝛ deſpytes of ony of our neyghbours/thus 
we ſholde ouercome that wycked fende with the vers 
tue ot᷑ pacyente. I ſayd as foꝛ the kyrſt we lholdouer 
come the fende yk we luſtre eaſely a gladly the chaſtp⸗ 
lynge of god without ony grutchynge/this is good þ 
we lulkre foz it is foꝛ grete loue whiche he hath to vs x 
ſo grete mede that he wyll oꝛdeyne foꝛ vs. ¶ To this 
purpoſe ſapᷣt Zuſtyn ſpeketh a layth thus to eche may 
nes loule callynge the ſoule doughter and layth thus 
Doughter yt thou wepe vnder thy fader wepe not w 
Indygnacõn ne fo2 pꝛyde / koʒ that thou ſuffreſt is fo 
medycyne to the & fo2 no payne / it is a chaſtylynge & 
no dampnacpon yk thou wylt notlele thyn herytage. 
Put not from the that rodde take no hede to the ſhar 
penes of that rodde / but take good hede how well 
thouſhalt be rewarded in thy faders teſtamet.Thele 
woꝛdes may beremeued to euery cryſten man & wo⸗ 
man as thus.Yf our fader in heut ſholde chaſtyſe vs 
W loſſeof goodes 62 w ſpkenes of body we ſholde not 
grutche / but we ſholde be loꝛy þ we treſpaced ayenſte 
our kader / a take mekely his chaſtylynge t euer aſtze 
mercy. His chaſtyſynge is helpe to our loules & rules 
of grete penaũce / his chaſtylynge is but a warnynge 
fo loue & not durynge foʒ wʒath we ſholde not be put 
out frome the herytage of heuen it is nedefull we be 
boxum to out kader in heuen c luſtre lowely & gladly 
his ryghtfull chaſtyſynge koꝛ our greuous treſpalyn 
ge that thꝛugh the vertue of pacyence we may come 
to that grete herytage / that is to ſaye to the blyſſe of 
heuen to Þ whiche he oꝛdeyned vs in his laſt teſtamẽt 
that was whan he gate foꝛ vs his herte blood vpon p 
croſſe. Thus we mult luſtre gladly the chaſtyſynge of 
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god without grutchynge. This chaſtyſpnge as J layd 
ts lomtyme in ſptzenes of body / d ſomtyme in loſſe of 
wo2ldely goodes.Yf thou be chaſtyled with lykeneſſe 
of body / haue in thy mynde the wozdes of the apoitle 
whan he layd thus. All be it that our body out warde 
be co2rupted with lykenes our ſoule within is made 
newe # moze clene frome daye to dape. Allo yf we be 


chaſtyſed W loſſe of goodes/take hede to p pouerte of . 


Job where may haue a grete example of pacyẽce fo 
with grete thankynges to god he toke full mekely & 
gladiygrete pouerte lykenes &many dyſeales a layd 
Our lozd gate/our loꝛde hath take awaye/ as it plea 
ſeth hỹ lo ut is do/bleſlſyd be the name of þ lozde Jeſu 
Thus þ haſt example to ſuffre gladly the chaſtyſynge 
of god. I lapd alſo as foz the ſeconde we ſholde ouer⸗ 
come 5ᷣ tende yk we delyte vs not in his fals luggeſty⸗ 
ons / yk we allente in no maner to his wycked temp 
tacyons.C In the laſt chapytre befoze thou haſt how 
thou (halt be ſtronge ⁊ ſtable apenſt all temptacyons 
Se now moꝛe opeuip why thou ſhalt gladly luttre tep 
tacyons without ony grutchynge. One ſkylle is foz pt 
thou luffre them not gladly but grutcheſt ayẽſt them 
than ÿ letteſt them that [holdehelpe the/the whiche be 
good angels ⁊ other layntes/# helpeſt thyn enempes 
whiche be wycked fendes/fo2 a greter conkozt is none 
to theym but whan they fpnde a man heup and gruts 
chynge / thertoze ſultre them gladly and aſke helpe c 
mercy of hym in whom all grace is and confozt. Allo 
pf thou ſuſtre luche temptacons gladly and alſenteſt 
not to them in lykynge ne in wyil / than thou ſtoppeſt 


the fende that he dar not aſſayle the with other tempe 


tacons fo2 he dzedth to be put out trom the & be ouer⸗ 


come whanhe keleth theſo ſtable #ſo pacyent that is 
a grete dꝛede to hym. Foz whan he trauayleth a man 
with temptacyons and he be withſtande / than be his 
paynes moche the moze encrealed in hell / withſtande 
than his temptacyons with the vertue of pacyence # 
ſo thou ſhaltouercome hym.CAsfkoz the thyrde way 
of pacyẽce q layd þ we lholde kepe vs ſadly in chary⸗ 
te whã weluffrewongeso: deſpytes of other neygh 
ours Auche wꝛonges it is nedetull toluffre foz the lo 
ue of god. Foꝛ as ſaynt Auſtyn layth/he that is ſo pa 


/ epent that gladiy wyll ſuffre wꝛonges (hall be oꝛdey⸗ 


nedgrete and myghty in heuen. It than thy goodes 
betaken from the wzongtulipAutfre elely and thyn⸗ 
ke in thyherte that thou came naked in to this wozlde 
& no better than nazed ſhalt thou go away out of the 
wozlde. Allo thynke vpon Þ wozdes of the apollle whe 
re he ſayth. Nought we bꝛought in to this wozlde and 
no thynge we map bere with vs / thynke vpon thele 
woꝛdes d J trowe they (hall ſtyre the moche to pacy⸗ 
ence. ¶ It thou be dyſplealed oz defamed wzongfully 
thynke vpon the woꝛdes of cryſt whan he ſayd thus 
to his dyſcyples.Ye be bleſſyd whan wycked men curs 
ſe you 02 delpyſeyou wzongfully whathey purſyewe - 
pou oz ſaye ony euyll makynge leſyn ges apenſt you 
wꝛongkully / Joyeth than a be glad foz your mede ig 
plenteuous in heuen. Thele woꝛdes me thynketh ſhol 
de make the to ſuffre gladly deſpytes a euyll wozdes 
It falleth ſomtyme that ſome mennes hertes be full 
grete a ſtoute by pꝛyde a Inpacyence. But goddes ler 
uauntes whan theyſe ſuche men lo dylealed and tra 
uayledin theyr foules haue grete conpaſſpon of them 
knowynge wel that it cometh of vnſtablenes ok herte 


— 


 andof wycked fferyngeof the fleſſhe/x therfoze they 
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ſuffre wycked c angry woꝛdes foz þtyme hopynge 5 
after ſo grete nople ſhall come ſome maner eale a low 


nes ok herte they luſtre allo fo2 p tyme foz they knowe 


well it is full harde a man to euercome hymſelfe / foz 
thyle cauſes euery good man ſholde gladly luffre an 
gry woꝛdes. Aiſo lome men and women there be that 
wyll not luifre/ but fo2 one wycked woꝛde they ſaye 
an other and take noo hede to the rewazde that they 
ſholde haue of god pl they wolde luftre / luche men al 
daye fall in temptacpons fo; angre of herte and foz 
inpacyence-/therfoze what euer thou be that art deſpy 
ſed ol thy neyghbour lutte gladly a keyne the as thon 
herdeſt hym not vnto the tyme that his herte be eaſed 
and than yf it be ſuche mater that chargeth ÿ mayſt 
ſpeke to hym in ealp maner / and pk it is no chargynge 


than it is no foꝛce though thou holde thy peas and an 


were ryght nought. Thus J haue ſhewed the exam⸗ 
ples fo2 to ſtyte the to pacyence.Fyrſt how thou ſhalt 
gladly ſuſtre the chaſtyſyngeof al ty god as ſp⸗ 
kenes ot body oz ellys loſſe of goods. The ſeconde 
how thou ſhalt gladly ſuffre the temptacyons of the 
tende. And the thyrde how thou (halt gladly ſuffre 
wꝛonges and deſpylynges of thy neyghbour. ¶ But 
now ouer all the enlamples J counleyll the fo2 to has 
ue one thynge ſpecyall in thy herte / the whiche (hal be 
a generall enſample of pacyence to {uffre gladly all 
maner trybulacyons foz the loue of god. This enlam 
ple is fo2 to haueeuermoze in thy mynde in eche dylea 
le the grete pouerte trybulacyon and the bytter pallſp⸗ 
on of Jhelu cryſt goddes lone whiche he luffred glad 
ly wylkullp foz the loue of all mankynde.C Ot this 


good lo2de ſpKeth ſaßt Bernarde a layth thus: Cryſt 
goddes fone of heuen fromethe tyme he came out 
of the glozyou5 maydens wonibe Marye / had neuer 
but pouerte & trybulacyon tyll he went to luffte deth 
whiche inaner of deth it nedeth not at this tyme foz 
to ſhewe it to the. Foz 5 haſt it openly by Þ techynge 
of all holy chyrche. Baue than ladly in thy mynde as 
moche as god wyll gyue the grace / how gladly howe 
lo wely a what he ſutfred foz the /e þ thought Jtrowe 
ſhail make the to wynne the vertue of pacyence / a to 
encreace in other vertues / lo foʒth within a whyle to 
come to the loue of god, And now kerthermoꝛe foꝛ as 
moche as all ÿ vertues be mooſt plealynge & accepta 
ble to god whiche be cõtynued a bzought to good ende 
therfoze to ſtrength Þ in thele vertues J wyll ſhewe þ 
now ſome wo2des ol p vertueof perleueraũce. 


3 Chow perſeueraũce is nedetull a how thou mayſt 
be perleueraunt. 


Erſeueraunce is fulfpllynge # ende of all ber 
tues/keper of all goodnes / without whiche ꝑ⸗ 
leueraũce no man may le god. But thou be perſeue⸗ 
raunt/p mapſt haue noo mede thanke ne wozſhypfoz 
thy ſeruyce. Vf thou be perſeueraunt thou ſhalt haue 
mede foꝛ thy true ſeruyce /& a grete rewarde fo2 thy 
ghooſtiy trauayle d awozſhypful crowneof vyctozye 
fo thy ſtronge hataple. Df this mater þ haſt befoze 
in ÿ fyfth poynt of the thyrde degree of loue / therfoze 
at this tyme it nedeth not toſpeke but lytell moze as 
of this purpoſe. But J coũſeyll the in fewe woꝛdes pk 
thou wylt be ꝑleueraunt in goodnes that 2ᷣ trauapleſt 


* a 


to wynne the vertue ol pacyence wherof J haue tous 
ched lom what in the laſt chapytre befoze. Foz many 
men begynne full well and ende theyr lyfe full petyl⸗ 
louſlp /c the cauſe is foz the moze partye Jnpacyence 
' fo2 they wyll not ſultre gladly temptacyons & other 
trybulacyons. Foz whan they kele neuer lo lytel dylea⸗ 
le ghooſtly oꝛ bodely anone they fall awaye from ver 
tues #tozne agayne to lynne. And often it falleth that 
lome men fall lo loʒe that they deye by that kall / that 
is to [ape that they fall in to grete ſpkenes & peryll of 
loule / that to our ſyght they depe in grete lynne #ers 
rours without ony amendement. ¶ Ok luche men ſpe 
keth god almyghty a layth. No mã p putteth his hon 
de to the plowe & loketh behynde hym is dyſpoſed to 
come to the kyngdom of heuen. ¶ Here perauenture 
thou woldeſt aſke what is he that holdeth the plowe d 
loketh behynde hym. He putteth his honde to plowe 
that amendeth his lynnes with contrycyon # confelly 
on to bꝛynge fo2th krupte ot penatice# to encreace in 
vertues. He loketh behynde hym that tozneth agayne 
to ſpnne whiche were kozſaken after tyme he had be⸗ 
gonne good werkes. Therfoze what euer thou be that 
haſt begonne to leue vyces / toꝛne not agapne to them 
foz a lytell dyſeaſe pt thou wylt haue the grete mede 
that longeth to perſeueraũce. ¶ Alſo yt thou wylt be 
perſeueraunt thou mult be ſtable in herte / yt p wylt 
be ſtable in herte p mult beware of the lykynge a plea 
ſynge ot the wozlde / flee from wycked cõpanp/thou 
mult take no hede to pꝛaplynges ne to blamfges/foz 
of all theſe cometh vnſtablenes. And yk thou haue 05 
ny lykynge in ghooſtip werkes that vnſtablenes wyll 
put it awaye/ therfoze be ware & tice luche mauer of 


occaſyons yf thou wylt be ſtable. J ſayenot that þ 
ſhalt flee bodely from-Þ would oz fro wozldely goodes 
foz they be pzypncypall occaſpons/but I counleyll th 
in herte and in wyll that thou klee all luche vanyteeg 
Foz though ÿ be l020eo2 lady/huſbonde man oz wyke 
thou mapſt haue as ſtable an herte c wyll as lome re? 
lygpous that lytte in the cloyſtres But ſothe it is that 
the mooſt lykereſt wape is to fle as relygyous do/but 
foʒ all may not be men oʒ women of relygpon /therfo 
re ot eucry degre in woꝛlde god hath.cholen his ſer⸗ 
uauntes. What euer than thou be wyt come to 5 lo⸗ 
ue of god begynne kyrſt to do good dedes with a good 
wyll and a contynuell delpre. Itter that delyre kultyl 
thy wyll in dede with dyſcrecyon that thou mayſt con 
tynue to thy lyues ende. Wha thou haſt begonne thyn 
ke in thyn herte that god hath gyue theluche grace to 
begynne that thynge to his woꝛſhyp / thou mayſt well 
do it yf thou wylt perfozme it in dede with the helpe . 
of god. After this poynte ſtande ſtably in wyll / al ke 
grace of perſeueraunce/ and perfoʒmeit in dede with 
a keruent ſppryte. And whan thou haſt begonne dyl⸗ 
cretly / though it be trauaylous in the begynnynge / 
all that trauayle be it in kaſtynges / wakynges/pꝛap⸗ 
ers 02 ony other ghooſtly trauaple all ſhall be lyght- 
tothe @ ſhall tozne the in lo grete myrthe and ghooſt⸗ 
ly contoꝛte that thou ſhalt lette lytell by the paſſynge 
Jope and the vanytees of the wozlde. Stande than 
ſtably in wyll and in dede / and god almyghty that 
hath begonne good werkes in the / wyll noꝛyllhe the 
koꝛth in all vertues / defende the from thyn enempes 
teche the to loue hym / and kepe the in to his loue to 
thy lyues ende. akter this deth thou lhalt not dꝛede foꝛ 
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thou ſhalt euer abyde in his kyngdome where that is 
no care ne dꝛede / but all Joye & confozte foz euermoꝛe 
laſtynge. ¶ Now J haue ſhewed to the foure degrees 
of loue / declared here kyue ſpecyail vertues whiche 
as me thynketh be mooſt nedeful euery man foꝛ to ha 
ue that wyl trauayle in ghooſtly werkes / to al other 
maner men and women they be kull ſpedefull to kno 
we whether they be relygpous oꝛ ſeculer. Ind foꝛ as 
moche as many in the begynnynge haue full lytell ſa 
your in deuoute pꝛapers oꝛ in holy medytacõns ſome 
perauenture foz tender age / ſome foꝛ vnconnynge / 
therfoze to luche lymple folke J wyll ſhewe a maner 
koʒme how by medytacyon they may be ſtyꝛed to deuo 
_ what maner pꝛaper ſhatl be totheym nede 


I (By what payer oz thought thou mapſt be 
ſtyred to deuocyon. 


1% thou oꝛdeyneſt þ to pꝛape oz haue ony de» 
nocyon founde to haue a pꝛeuy place from all 
maner noyle tyme ot᷑ reſte wout ony lettynge. Syt 
there 02 knele there as is mooſt to thyn eaſe. Than be 
thou lo2de 02 lady thynke wel thouhaſt a god þ made 
the of nought whiche hath gyue to the thy ryght wyt⸗ 


tes / ryght lmes & other wozldelp eale moze than to 


ſome other as p maylt ſe aldaye 2 lyue in grete dyſea 
le c moche bodely myſchyet. Thynke allo how ſynkul 


oldeſt fall in to all maner of ſynne by thỹ owne wꝛet 
ednes c than ÿ mapſt thynke ſothly as of thyſelf 5 
there is none ſo lyntul as thou art. Allo yf 3 haue ony 


$1 be art ⁊ were not the kepynge of þ good god thou 
ji ſh 


vertue 02 grace of good lyuynge thynke it cometh of 
goddes lendynge a nothynge of thy lelfe. Thynke al 
lo how longe #howoften god hath ſuffred the in ſyn⸗ 
ne / he wolde not take the in to dampnacyon whan 
haddeſt delerued it/ but goodlyhath abyden the tyll 
woldeſt leue ſynne ̃ tozne to goodnes foꝛ loth hỹ we⸗ 
xe to fo2lake pᷣhe bought lo dere with bytter paynes. 
Allo þ mapſt thynke foz he wolde not lele the he beca 
me man & was boꝛne ot a mapde /in pouerte ⁊ trybu⸗ 
lacyons all his lyfe he lyued. & after fo2 thy loue deth 
he wolde ſuffre to laue the by his mercy. ¶ In luche 
maner thou mapſt thynde of his grete benekytes / and 
fo2 the moze grace to gete to the compiiccyon beholde 
with thy ghooſtly eye his pyteous paſſyon. 


¶ A ſhoꝛt medytacon of the palſyon of our lozde Ihe 
lu cryſte. | 


TN mapſt here pmagyne in thy herte as yt þ 

we thy lozde take of his enemyes with ma⸗ 
ny repꝛeues & delpytes bzought befoze a Juge-falles = 
ly there accuſed of many wycked men / a he atiſwered 
ryght nought but mekely ſuffred the yr woꝛdes They 
wolde nedes haue hp deed / but kyrſt to ſuffre paynes 
Beholde tha that good lozde cheuerynge a quakynge 
all hes body naked bounde to a pyler about hym ſtan 
dynge wicked men Wout ony realon loze lcoꝛgynge þ 
bleſſyd body without ony pyte. Se how they ceſſe not 
from theyr angry ſtrokes tyll they ſe hym ſtande in 
his blood vp to his ancles-from the toppe of his heed 
to the lole of his foot-holeſkpnne they lefte none/his 
fleflhe they raled to the bones / fo; * them 
| «bs 


with a ſpere with full grete anger and ranne downe 


*a—_ 


ſelfe they lefte hym almooſt dede. Loke than aſpde bp 
on his bleſlyd moder / ſe what ſoꝛow ſhe made fot her 
dere lone / haue compaſſpon of her payne that laye 
there al wowne. Tozne agayne to thy lozde a ſe howe 
they vnbynde hym / how haſtly they dzawe hym fozth 
to do hỹ moze dyleaſe. F{garlonde of thoꝛnes they put 
vpon his heed tyll the blood ran downe in to his epen 
noſe mouth x eeres. Than they kneled downe w {coz 
nes # aroſe vp with repꝛeue a ſpette in his face. Dee 
than how p bleſſyd lady beteth her bꝛeſte / dzaweth her 
clothes /a wꝛyngeth her hondes / a trowe thou wylt 
wepe fo2 that pyteful lyght. ¶ Loke pet agapnto thy 
loꝛde a le how they hurle hym foꝛth to an hyghe hylle 
there to nayle hym hande c foot vpon the rode tree. 
Se than kyrſt how fyerfly they dzawe of his clothes 
x how mekely that he than wente to the croſle/he ſpꝛe 
deth his armes abzode / but ſtrapter with cozdes they 
dꝛewe fo2th his armes tyl the ſ[ynewes & the Joyntes 
be all to bzoke/x than with fullgretenayles they nap 
led his pꝛecyous hondes to thecrolle. In the lame ma 
ner thou mayſt le how greuoully they dꝛawe his dere 
woꝛthy legges and napled his feet downe to the tree. 
Se than how they pꝛokered hym fo2 to dꝛynke bytter 


galle ⁊᷑ eyſyll / and kneled agayn befoze hym with ma 


ny deſpytes. Than herken to that good lozde how me 
kely he taketh lene of his gracyous moder and of his 
dere apoſtles & betaketh them eyther to other as dere 
moder and ſone. Than with a grete voyce he comen/ 
ded his ſpyryte to his father in heuen / and hanged 
downe that bleſſyd heed ryght fozth vpon his bꝛeſt. 
Se alſo how ſoone after they perced his herte thzugh 


3 
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by his body medled blood water. Than mayſt thou 
haue full grete pyte beholdynge that good lady how 
foꝛ ſoꝛowe ſhe ſynketh downe in her ſyſters armes. 

Take hede to the chere of his apoſtle lapnt Johan to 


the teres of Marye magdalene and of his other fren 


des / and J trowe amonge all theſe thou ſhalt haue co 
punccon & plente ot teres. Whan there cometh luche 
deuocyon than is tyme that thou ſpeke foʒ thyn owne 
nede a koʒ all other quycke oz deed that truſten to thy 
pꝛaper.Caſte downe thy body to the groũde x lykte vp 
thy hezte on hye with dD2eedfull chere / than make thy 
mone x pt thou wylt thou maylt thynke thus a laye. 
Aloꝛd god almyghty bleſlyd mote thou be/3 madeſt 

me / thou boughtelt me / thy ſuffraũce is full grete in 
me / woldeſt not take me in to dampnacyon that ofs 

ten J haue delſerued / but thou haft kepte# laueb me 
tyll I wolde kozſake ſynne and tozne hole to the. Now 

lo2de with (020wfull herte J knowleche to thy godhe 
de that tallely J haueſpended and without pzoufyte 
all my wyttes and vertues whiche thou haſt gyuẽ me 

inhelpyngeof my ſoule all thetyme of mp lyte in dy⸗ 

uerſe vanytees/ all the lYmesof my body in ſynne d 

ſuperfluptees / the grace of my cryſtendom in pꝛyde # 

other wzetchydnelte. And ſothly good lozde J haue lo 
ned other thpnges moche moze than the / not withs 

ſtandynge my grete vnkyndenes euer thou haſt nou 

ryſlhed me and tenderly kepte me. Ok thy grete lut⸗ 

kraũce J had full lytell knowynge / ot thy grete ryght 
wylnes J had but lytell drede. I toke no hede to than 
ke Þ foz thy grete goodnes / but al my lyke fro daye to 
dayegrete mater ot wꝛath J haue ſhewed top thzugh 
mp owne wyckednes/herfoze loꝛde 5 _ not what 

| ell, 


ſhall ſaye to thebutonelythis wozdeinwhiche J truſt 
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God of thy grete mercy haue mercy on me / J wote 
well loꝛde all þ J haue cometh onely of 5ᷣ / I wote well 
without the no thynge may be / but my lynne & wꝛet⸗ 
chydnes cometh all of me / wherkoze lozde with meke 
herte J beſeche thy grace do not to me as Fhauedeſer 
ued but after thy grete mercy / and lende me grace of 
thyn holy ghooſt to lyghten myn herte / to cõkoꝛte my 
ſpyryte /to ſtable me in the ryght waye/ to perfozme 


thy cõmaundementes that J may haue perleueraũce 


in that F haue begonne that J be nomoze departed 
fro the by my vnſtablenes oz by temptacyons ot myn 
enempe. It is loꝛde yet ful woꝛthy that be chaſtyled 


koꝛ my wycked lyupge w what rodde thy wyll is / wel 


come be thy ſendpnge.Pacyetly good lozde ſende me 
gracegladly to ütkte thy chaſtylynge / cõfoꝛt me amõ 
ge fo2 thy grete grace /t whan thy wyll is withdꝛawe 
thy rodde ã take me to thy mercy. Full bytter be thele 
temptacyons #& full greuous to ſuffre/a though they 
be dꝛedefull J wote well here alter they ſhall be mede 
full to my loule / but good loʒde þ knowelt well myn 
herte is ryght feble / moche is mp vnſtableneg / my con 
nynge is but lytell / therkoze good loꝛde ſtrength me / 
ſtable me & teche me as madeſt me a bought me lo 
kepe a defende me body #(oule J take to the no thyn 
ge after my wyllbutas wylt loꝛde ſo mote it be And 
now good Jheſu goddes lone kno wer ok all thpge hel 
pe me in wycked thoughtes that J dyſpleale the not 
in lyuynge ne in allentynge / full okten J haue dyſplea 
led the in dyuerle thoughtes all ayenſt thy wyll # mo 
che to my lykynge therkoꝛe it is thy ryghtwyſnes that 
J be trauapled Wother thoughtes at thyn ozdpnaũce 


put them awaye a take me in to thy grace, Jeſu cryſt 
goddes ſone whiche ode ſtyll bekoze ỹ Juge nothỹge 
to hp aulwerynge / withdꝛawe my tongue tyll I thyn 
ke what & how J ſhall ſpeke may be to thy wozſhyp 
Jhelugoddes (one whole hondes were boũde full tos 
re koʒ my loue/gouerne d wyllhe m hondes d al myn 
other lỹmes that all my werkes may begynne a gra⸗ 
cyoully ende to thy mooſt pleaſure. Alſo loꝛde þ leeſt 
well that many ther be that truſt to my p2zayer toʒ gra 
ce that pe ſhe we to me moze tha Jam wozthy/ye wo 
te well lozde J am not luche as they wene but though 
me pꝛaper be dn wozthy/take hede to theyr lownes d 
to theyr deuocõn & what they delyre to pour wozlhyp 
graũte it them foz your goodnes. Graũte them # me 
to all other foz whom we be bounde to pꝛaye grace 
to loue all that is to pour lpᷣynge / and pou to loue to 
pour mooſt pleaſynge no thynge to delyre that ſholde 
dy(pleaſe you. All mauer temptacyons myghtely to 
withſtande /all other vanytees foz your loue to deſpp 
ſe / pou good loꝛde euer to haue in mynde / and in pour 
ſeruyce fo2 to hyde to our lyues ende. Andy ye graũ 
te vs onp thynge to doo that ſhall be to vs medefull/- 
graunte prate to the ſoules whiche be departed from 
the body in the paynes ol purgard pe abydynge pour 
mercy Amen. | 
C In luche maner thou mayſt pzape in the begỹnyn⸗ 
ge / c whan thou art well entred in ts deuocyon thou 
ſhalt perauenture haue better felynge in pꝛapers and 
tn holy medytacyons other wyle than J can ſape oz 
ſhewe. Good bꝛoder oz ſyſter pꝛaye tha foz me whiche 
by the techynge of almyghty god haue to the 
lit, 


* greuous tome/but curteys Jhtſu whan thy wyl s 


—— « 


8 


theſe fewe woꝛdes in helpynge ok thy ſoule. 

Good curteys aungell oꝛdeyned to my gouer 
nale J knowe well my keblenes a my vncon⸗ 
nynge / allo well J wote þ ſtrength haue J none to do 
goddes ſeruyce but onely of his gyfte & of pour bely 
kepynge.Tye connynge þ Jhauecometh no thỹge of 
me but whatgod wyll lende me by pour goodentyſyn 
ge. Nowgood gracyous aũgel I alke you lowely mcz 
cy/foz lytell hede haue taken of your good belynes 


but now J thake youas I can w full hertebelechyn; , 


ge you þye kepe me ttuely this daye & cuermoze lle⸗ 
pynge d wakynge with lyker defendynge a your holy 
techpge.Defende me d kepe me from bodeip harmes 
defende me & kepe me from ghooſtly peryles to god⸗ 


des wozlhyp c laupge of my loule Teche me & wyſſhe 
me mp wyttes fo ro dyſpende mooſt to goddes woꝛ⸗ 


ſhyp # pleaſynge.Fede me with deuocpon c lauour of 
ghooſtip lwetnes / contoꝛte me whã nede is ayenſt mp 
ghooltly enemyes & ſuſtre me not to leſe Þ grace that 
is graũted me / but of pour wozthy offyce kepe me in 
goddes ſeruyce to my lyues ende. Ind after ̊ paſſyn 
ge of the body pꝛelente my loule vnto the mercytull 
god. Foꝛ though J fall aldape by mp owue kreelte you 
I take in wytnes v euer J hope in mercy.Gladlp wol 


de J wozſhyp the a J myght to pour lykynge therfoze 


god to wozlhyp toz vou / pou allo in hym atter his ho 
ly techynge. I thanke hym w this holy pꝛayer. ¶ Da 
ter noſter. Et ne nos. Sed libera nos a malo. amen. 
Deo gratias. 
¶ Enpꝛynted at London in Fleteſtrete in p lygne 
ot the lonne By Wynkyn de Woꝛzde. Inno dm̃ 
CCCCC. vi. 
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